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Toward The Light 
 

Just three weeks ago we completed a journey from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem.  What followed was a brief 
interval of Epiphany (only four weeks this yearðhardly 
enough time for a good awakening!), and we jump head-
first into Lent: a time of introspection, testing and 
challenge (a reminder of Jesusô 40 days in the 
wilderness).  My Godéweôve hardly had time to celebrate 
the birth of the Christ and weôre thrust right into 
wilderness and temptation.  Why isnôt life more 
predictable and orderly?  Why are there always 
challenges, vicissitudes, labyrinths and wildernesses that 
separate me from awakening to the Christ?  Why canôt we 
go right to ñhappily ever after?ò 
 
There is always, however, some Good News amidst the 
challenges.  There is always an intuitive awareness, an 
inner knowing, if you will, or an indefinable pull that leads 
us forward to the resurrection experience of awakening 
on Easter morning.  That ñpullò defines our Lenten Theme 
for this year, and my invitation to you is to be responsive 
to that subtle, mystery that always pulls us TOWARD 
THE LIGHT. 
 
We have help along the road.  Our St. Francis Players will 
be presenting the musical GODSPELL during Lent.  The 
musical addresses the formation of a community.  Eight 
separate individuals, led and guided by Jesus, gradually 
come together to discover the Light that is within each of 
them.  It is a participatory drama in which the audience is 
invited to join the community through the 
acknowledgement of their own Light. 
 
Our Adult Education theme for Lent also addresses this 
Light.  Each of you will be provided with a Lenten 
Meditation Guide, written by our presenters, which will 
assist us in Awakening to who we are as Godôs sacred 
Children.  Each Sunday morning the Adult Education 
class will be led by members and friends of this 
congregation who will be our teachers and guides in this 
process.  Those teachers include Hugh and Gayle 
Prather: world renowned authors and lecturers, Puran 

(see page 2 - Toward the Llght) 

Lenten Schedule of Classes:  
10:30 am ïNoon in the Center  

 
February 21

st
 

ñThe Journey Beginsò 
 

Hugh and Gayle Prather  will introduce us to the 
awakening process, and the ability that each of us has to 
move ñToward the Light.ò 
 

February 28
th

 
ñSinging and Breathing the Lightò 

 

Puran and Susanna Bair  will teach the ñHeart Rhythmò 
meditation to us, enabling us to sing and breathe 
ourselves ñToward the Light.ò 
 

March 7
th

 
ñTurning Toward the Lightò 

 

Lee Morrison and David Wilkinson  will address that 
tendency within each of us to turn toward the ñshadow,ò 
and help us restore that inner longing to turn ñToward the 
Light.ò 
 

March 14
th

 
ñOpening Our Eyes to the Lightò 

 

This is a challenging decision, to endure the brilliance and 
beauty of our own being.  Frank and Linda Williams  will 
lead us in this vital step through the use of creative 
involvement in the expression of prayer. 
 

March 21st  
ñAdjusting to the Lightò 

 

David Wilkinson  will lead us, step by step, to the 
recognition that what Jesus said was true: ñWe are the 
Light of the World.ò 
 

April 2
nd
ðPalm Sunday  

ñThe Radiance of the Lightò 
 

Hugh and Gayle Prather  will help us embrace the beauty 
of sharing our radiance with the world. 
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and Susanna Bair, also world renowned Sufi mystics and 
authors who will introduce us to a process of awakening 
known as ñHeart Rhythm Meditation.ò  Our own Lee 
Morrison, Frank and Linda Williams, and myself, will also 
be teachers in this ñSpiritual Formationò process.  Each of 
these teachers will be providing tools and resources to 
assist us in our own awakening process.  You are urged 
to be an active part of it. 
 
This Lenten Journey holds a remarkable opportunity for 
all of us to create the community  that assists in the 
creation of a New Heaven and a New Earth.  This may 
sound like visionary fluff.  It isnôt!  This is why we are here 
on Earth: to awaken to the same presence and power that 
Jesus awakened to.  As we awaken we can proclaim with 
all of creation, and know it to be true: Christ is Risen! 
 

Let us move ñToward the Lightò 
In Love and Light, 

(from page 1 - Toward the Light ) 

This newsletter is available on our website:  
www.stfrancisumc.org  

 

If you want to save paper and postage by viewing it 
there, email us with your request to remove you from our 

newsletter mailing list. 
Please include your name in your request. Thank you. 

 

send email to: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

Yard Sale & Chicken Barbeque  

February 20, 2010  
Supports Children and Youth Mission Events  

 
Yard Sale hours: 8:00 am to 1:00pm -  Room 50 

outside areas.  
 

Chicken Barbeque: 11:00 to 1:00 -  Lower Parking 
Lot -  Eat in or take out.  

 
The congregation is encouraged to bring donations 
of goods to the church on the week of the event.  
Volunteers are needed to assist with organization 

and sales at the Yard Sale and at the Chicken 
Barbeque.  

 
Chicken dinners will include 1/4 chicken, baked 
potato and coleslaw. Tickets will be presold for 

$10.00 each. A limited amount of dinners will be 
available without pre purchase.  

 
Bake sale items and beverages will also be 

available.  
 

Contact Rolly at  rloomis@stfrancisumc.org  
or 299 -9063  

Believe OUT Loud  
A study by Christian Community discovered that  
 

¶ 68% of United Methodist clergy personally felt 
that homosexual persons should be fully wel-
comed and accepted without qualification. 

¶  64% of all clergy affirmed the full civil rights 
of LGBTQ persons in society (for us United 
Methodists that includes marriage and ordina-
tion, but other issues include job and housing 
discrimination, adoption and protection from 
violence ï domestic and other). 

  YET 

¶ 7% publically expressed their welcome & af-

firmation 
A training hosted by St Francis and The Conference 
Board of Church & Society is to held at   
 

 Central UMC in Phoenix on Saturday, March 13  
 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM.  

$15.00 (includes noon meal)  
The training is designed to develop grass root leadership 
to empower both clergy and laity to share their own sto-
ries and beliefs starting with the area of inclusive ministry 
 

To register,  write or call: 
Laura Aldag, St. Francis in the Foothills UMC 
4625 E. River Road, Tucson AZ 85718 
520-299-9063 
 

New Enhanced Schedule for our  
Children and Youth  

 
Our Sunday morning schedule is as follows: 
 

9:00 am   All children and youth come to celebration  
9:15 am   Childrenôs Time-Children/Youth education 
Elementary School in Room 30/31  
Middle School and High School in the youth lounge  
10:30 am  Children/Youth Music with Robert Encila in 
room 30/31  
11:00 am  Art Enrichment with Mary Jane Lyon in 
Room 43  
 
During our Sunday morning Education time, elementary 
students are working on a science-based approach to 
appreciating our interconnection with all things, titled ñWe 
are made of stardustò. Middle school is beginning their 
confirmation process and the high school is exploring the 
curriculum ñThe Way of the Pilgrimò. 
Beginning at 10:30 am, elementary and middle school 

students are invited to participate in our fine arts 

programming. Middle school and high school students 

may also enjoy fellowship time in the youth lounge. 

mailto:rloomis@stfrancisumc.org?subject=Outside%20Venues%20-%20Yardsale%20and%20Chicken%20Barbeque
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Laura 299-9063 x102 
Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly 299-9063 x103 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly 299-9063 x103 
Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063  

Environment/Greenies: Joy Mills 219-1164 
Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 

Room Reservations: Laura  299-9063 x102 
Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 

International School for Peace 299-8908 
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

Reconciling Ministries: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

PCIC: Alice Weekly 292-8799 
Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 

BorderLinks: 628-8263 
RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 

Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x 103 

Border Ministries:  Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x 103 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson , SR. PASTOR 

dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org  

Rolly Loomis , PASTOR,  F AMILY  M INISTRIES  & M ISSIONS  

rloomis @stfrancisumc.org  

Laura Aldag,  OFFICE  MANAGER  
laldag@stfrancisumc.org or  

secretary@stfrancisumc.org  

Robert Mitchell , L EAD  EVENT  & C USTODIAL  STAFF 

rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org  

Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT  & C USTODIAL  STAFF 
Dee Farrand, YOUTH  D IRECTOR  

deejoyaz@gmail.com  

Erin Roepcke, CHILDRENõS M INISTRY  

eindo@stfrancisumc.org  

Lisa Otey , ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE  

Robert Encila , M USIC   D IRECTOR  
rencila@stfrancisumc.org  

 

OFFICE : 520 -299 -9063  

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

Check out our website for a full list of 
ministries: 

www.stfrancisumc.org  

Sunday Morning Schedule!  
 

7:45 am:  
Meditative Service  

 

9:00 am:  
Lively Celebration with singing, childrenôs time, 
sharing, commentary and music. Families with 

children are welcome.  
 

10:45 am:  
Education Programs for All Ages

Saint Francis Ministries  
¶ Adult Education  
 John & Diane Wilson  955-2468 
 

¶ Art Committee  
 Lee & Ellie Vought  219-1659 
 

¶ Celebration Planning  
 Judy Robinson  721-6632 
 

¶ Chrysalis Menôs Breakfast Group 
 Jimmy Murphy   326-1854 
 

¶ Diversity Book Club and Movie Night  
 Elizabeth Fimbres  299-9839 
 

¶ Health & Wellness Team  
 Gay Evans   327-5229 
 Lorelei Kaczmarski  529-7344 
 

¶ Reconciling Ministries  
 Mark Moellenhoff  321-9167 
 

¶ Refugee Ministries  
 Barbara Eisworth  327-9833 
 

¶ Sophiaôs Circle Womenôs Breakfast 
 Patrika Murphy  326-1854 
 

¶ Staff Parish Relations Committee  
 Art Evans   327-5229 
 

¶ Stephen Ministry  
 Pat Burgbacher  743-0273 
 Adrienne Horne  797-7147 
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Unlearning Racism Taskforce  
 

2010 Event Calendar  
 

is available in the Center lobby & office.  

 

Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, February 12th  
at 10 am in the Center  

 

ñThe Dreamzappersò 
 

A book by Diane Wise 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Ingrid Aspromatis, 742-0559 or 
email: exoticprincess@prodigy.net 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

February 14  
 

 

ñDeparturesò 
 

PG13  131 min. The story of Daigo Kobayashi, an 
unemployed cellist who moves back to his home town 
to search for work. He answers an ad, ñDeparturesò 
assuming it an advertisement for a travel agency but 
discovers the job is for a funeral professional who 
prepares bodies for burial and the next life. Through this 
job he discovers the wonder and joy of being alive. The 
film reveals the real pain of death as it stays with those 
who remain alive, the mourners. It is rituals like what is 
seen in ñDeparturesò that comfort and enchant us and 
see us through the pain of loss 
    

We meet in the Center  
and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm  
Please bring enough to feed 6 people . 

 
 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

^ Y \ [ ] 

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Center 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

FEBRUARY  6
TH

 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili every 
4 weeks on Saturday morning  from 8 a.m.- noon. We 
also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is one of 
the most productive and fun ways to spend a few hours. 
Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our chili and 
most months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 
join us for an hour or two. Weôd love to have the help. 
Children are always welcome. Jokes are common and 
lively discussions about the Wildcats abound. 

  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

All church meetings are open to anyone,  
 except the SPRC  

(Staff Parish Relations Committee). 
 

If you feel ñcalledò to help out with a specific area,  
feel free to attend a meeting, 

or call the contact person for that area. 
You can find a list of ñministry area contact peopleò 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Art Committee Meeting  
March 20, 2010  

 
If interested in having your work shown in the 

Ravenscroft Gallery at St Francis 
Contact 

Ellie Vought at archeort@gmail.com 
Or 

Jill Porterfield at jilleport@gmail.com 
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Meditation Group  
 

Monday evenings 6:30 -8pm 
in Library  

 
We meet together in fellowship to 

meditate and study the teachings of Sri Eknath Easwaran. 
 

Please call Jim or Jess at 722 -4482 prior to attending  
and see www.easwaran.org  

for instructions for this method of meditation. 

 
 
 

Meet The Students  
 
We realize not everyone is able to meet and speak with the 
students who are part of the Wesley Foundation, the 
wonderful campus ministry here in Tucson which you help 
support. So we thought we would periodically give you a 
chance to ñMeet the Studentsò in a newsletter article. 
 
Meet Kandice: Hello! My name is Kandice Nelson. I am 
from Phoenix and my major is Choral/Vocal Music 
Education. For a long time I saw college as an opportunity 
to go to church more, become closer to God, and a better 
Christian. Wesley is a great community of students open to 
others and their personal experiences. We all come from so 
many different churches and youth programs and 
backgrounds that we help each other become stronger in 
faith. College is supposed to be about becoming the adult 
person and professional you will be for the rest of your life, 
and the WesleyFoundation is a main source of the growth I 
have achieved so far, and look forward to continuing, at  
the U of A. 
 
Meet Lindsey: Hi! My name is Lindsey Collins. I am a 
senior at U of A and originally from El Paso, Texas. My 
major is Speech and Hearing Sciences and my minor is in 
Health and Human Services as I work towards becoming a 
Speech-Language Pathologist. I came to Wesley when my 
roommate Kathryn Holland invited me, and it has been the 
biggest blessing of my college career. Through Wesley, I 
have made some of my closest friends and have been able 
to continue my faith as I am away from home. As a 
graduate in May and as I move to Texas to pursue a 
masterôs degree, I will miss the Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Arizona and the worship, inspiration, and great 
food from the local Tucson Methodist churches! 
 
The Wesley Foundation is very excited to begin another 
new year! If you know any college student  
who would be interested in Wesley, please contact Dee De 
Dee Dee Azhikakath at  
deedee@email.arizona.edu or 520-623-7575. Thank you 
again for all your support. 

Adult Education 
Spring 2010 Schedule 

 

~ òKaren Armstrong: the Charter of 

Compassionó 
Sundays, Jan 31st and Feb 7th 
10:45 ð noon, in the Center 
 

 ~ òReel Spirit -Dilemma Tales for Modern 

 livingó 
Sunday, Feb 7th 
10:45-noon, St Clare Room 

    

Islam: ~ òIssues and Possibilitiesó with Jamal 
Rahman 
Sunday Feb. 14th  
10:45 ð noon in the Center. 

  

~ òToward the Light-Lenten Classesó 
Sundays Feb 21 & 28, Mar 7, 14, 21,&28, 
Apr 4th  
10:45 ð noon in The Center. 
 

~ òSurviving the Recession-Two Economic 
 Forumsó  

Sundays Apr 11th & 14th 
10:45ð noon  in the Center. 

 ~ òReel Spirit -Dilemma Tales for Modern 
 livingó 

Sunday, Apr 11th 
10:45-noon, St Clare Room 
 

~ òSexuality and Spiritualityó 
 Sundays Apr 25th & May 2nd  
10:45 ð noon in The Center  

~ òStories of Earthly Mysticismó with Tex 
 Sample 

Sundays May 9th & 16th 
10:45 ð noon in the Center. 
 

 ~ òReel Spirit -Dilemma Tales for Modern 

 livingó 
Sunday, May 23rd 
10:45-noon, St Clare Room 
 

The new Spring Adult Education booklet is available 
in the Center Lobby  

 
Tucson Rodeo Parade 

Thursday, Feb 25th 
9:00am 

 
Over 200 non-mechanized 

floats! An 85 year old 
Tucson Tradition! 

 
For more info 

www.tucsonrodeo.com 
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WomanStories 
Herstory is Ourstory 

 

Meets once a month in the Center  
 

February 22
nd 

ñPay Attention to what has heart & meaningò
 

 

Drumming at 5:30pm  Stories at 6:00pm  
 

For info , contact Joanne Roit at  760-4432. 

THOUGHT PROVOKING & TIMELY TITLES  

are available at the 
 

ST. FRANCIS BOOKSTORE!  
 

Stop in at the new Ravenscroft Hall  
before & after the 9 AM service.  

 

Books plus é 
ǅ Premium coffees to support Tucson refugees 
ǅ CD recordings of Sunday commentaries 

and more! 
 

Suggestions for Bookstore items welcome! 
Contact David Taylor 

at 529-1913 or davtay@aol.com 

Clothing & Household Donations  
 

We have a special designated green donation bin for 
Sister Rebeccaôs Street Ministry. 

Itôs located in the gated front porch of the office.  

Sr. Rebecca especially needs items for homeless folks, 
like sneakers, socks, warm clothes for winter & toiletries. 

 

Other clothing & household items 
can go in the yellow TMM bins. 

 

The office front porch is now open on Sunday 
mornings, so please take your donations there &  

place directly into the proper bins  
instead of leaving them in the Center entrance.  

 

Thanks. 

Awareness Through Movement® 
Spring Class  

Offered by David Taylor, MD 
certified Feldenkrais® practitioner 

  

Come learn about yourself through gentle and mindful 
guided movement exploration.  Prepare to be surprised 
and delighted at how quickly and easily you can feel light 
and free, yet grounded and connected at the same time.  
All can benefit: young and old, fit and frail, graceful and 
clumsy (especially clumsy!) 
 

Series of 8 classes ï $50 donation to St. Francis  

Thursday evenings, 7 -8 p.m. 
beginning March 4  

Sign up in advance ï class size limited  
Email David at davtay@aol.com or call 529 -1913 

Haiti Earthquake Relief  
 

To Donate through United Methodist Committee on Relief  

¶ Check made out to St Francis with Haiti in the memo 

¶ Online at www.stfrancisuc.org 
 

When you fill in your name and other information on the online 
form: 
 

Check the box: Church / Local Unit Credit.  
Select the Desert Southwest Conference ï South District  
Select Saint Francis in the Foothills UMC 
 

Health Kits  
 

As UMCOR continues to provide vital relief efforts in the wake of 
the devastating earthquake in Haiti, health kits are being 
requested to aid in their efforts. Each kit should be assembled to 
meet the following specifications: 
 

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon plastic bag: 
  

  -1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27", No kitchen towels) 
 

  -1 washcloth 
 

  -1 comb (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized) 
 

  -1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail 
clippers) 
 

  -1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 
 

  -1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, No child
-size brushes) 
 

  -6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 
 

  -$1.00 to purchase toothpaste (Toothpaste is purchased in 
bulk to ensure the product does not expire before shipping.) 

Drop your health Kits at the office anytime in February  
 

Pray 
 

Take a moment right now and say a prayer for the people of 
Haiti. 

Jamal Rahman  
Muslim Sufi Minister, author, and co-host of an interfaith 

talk radio show 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 13th  
9:00 am-3:00 pm 

ñOut of Darkness, Into the Lightò:Islam in a changing worldò 
St Philips in the Hills Episcopal Church 

$35.00 
(please email reservation by Feb 10th to 

tacheriaCenter@aol.com) 
 

Sunday, February 14th  
10:45-Noon 

ñIslam: Issues and Possibilitiesò 
St Francis in the Foothills 
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HHAPPYAPPY  FFEBRUARYEBRUARY  BBIRTHDAYIRTHDAY!!  

1  Jeff Harvey 

1  Alisha Jackson 

1  Sandy Bonnicksen 

3  Maurice Bratt 

3  Mike Bryant 

3  Elizabeth Fimbres 

3  Deborah Robinett 

4  Carolyn Isaman 

4  Lucinda Davis 

4  Jenni Morrison 

4  Christie Garrison 

5  Alex Ramirez 

5  Kayla King 

6  Ginger Leon 

7  Scott Seidler 

9 Dawn Rita-Harris 

10 Stephen Panebianco 

12  Sheryl Clark 

12  Ronald Olsen 

13  Dee Farrand 

13  Adam Brauer 

13  Judith Robinson 

13  Tracy Carroll 

13  Peggy Schlosser 

14  Paul Fuschini 

14  Sean Schrag-Toso 

14  Deborah Kuhl 

16  Judith Bobbitt 

17  Barbara MacDougall 

17  Lisa DuBois 

17  Karen Keating 

20  David Taylor 

20  Margaret Liebig 

21  Adrienne Horne 

21  James Liebig 

24  Carrie Evans 

25  Karen Riker 

25  Greg Mallie 

25  Cheryl Muller 

25  Glin Whitehead 

25  Matthew Kaczmarski 

27 Ross Evans 

27   Carol Brown 

 

BRING YOUR 
KATIE KANS TO CHURCH! 

 
On the first Sunday of each month, itôs time to 
bring the Hunger Ministries cans youôve been filling 
with coins and offer them at the altar. Then take your 
ñKatie Kansò home and fill them up for next month. 
Also, please bring non-perishable, UNOPENED food 
and grocery gift certificates for our pantry and food 
bank. (Katie Kans are available in the narthex/lobby.) 

 
Your monthly contribution to Katie Kans is very much appreciated by thousands 
of people. The legacy of Katie Clark lives in every thanksgiving meal, every can 
of peas and every jar of peanut butter that we provide to folks in need. 
 

Thank you Saint Katie for starting all this.  

  

You can make your contributions to Saint Francis by  
Direct Deposit  

. . .  from your account to ours. What we need: Your 
account number that the funds would be transferred 
from, the amount you wish to contribute and the 
frequency of transfers, i.e.: monthly, bi-monthly etc. 
For more info please contact Irene Walden at the 
church office, 299-9063. 

Paid advertisement  

address:  
3127 E. 2

nd
 Street 

Tucson, AZ 85716 
 

phone number:  
520-722-9787 

 

Call for an 
Appointment 

Dr. David Rupley, 

"A Closer Look"  
 Watercolor paintings by Carolyn Kenney -Carter   

 
will be on exhibit in the Ravenscroft Hall  

 

February 3 -28, 2010 
 

Open 7:30 am - 12 noon Sundays 
 

 9:30 am -4:30 pm Mon.-Fri.( see office staff) 
 

Works for Sale  
(40% donated to St. Francis) 

 
Contact: Carolyn Kenney-Carter at 520-529-4080 or 

wondercat2@earthlink.net  

mailto:wondercat2@earthlink.net
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INSTITUTE OF NOETIC SCIENCES (IONS) 
Monthly Speakers  

 
Friday, February 5th, Speaker:  Adhi Two-Owls 

"The Contemporary Shaman" 
Unity of Tucson, 3617 N. Camino Blanco ï 6:30pm to 

8:30pm 
Donation:  $5.00 per person 

Information:   399-8285 or www.ionstucson.org 

Environmental Action Tip of the Month  
 

Compost 
 

Advantages:  
 

¶ Reduces greenhouse gas emissions  

¶ Great additive to garden soil!  
 

The Tucson Community Food Bank and Tucson 
Botanical Gardens have extensive resources to 

help you start composting! 

Prayers for Our Churches 
 

The Conference Laity Team and District 
Superintendents are asking us to pray for churches 
in our district. Several churches are designated for 
each month of the year. We will be praying with and 
for each other during the course of the year. 

 

Please pray for the pastors, congregation & 
community of each listed. Thank you. 

 
During the month of February, please pray for:  

 

Bowie UMC, Bowie  

El Divino Salvador UMC, Douglas  

Grace UMC, Douglas  

South District E -Notes  
 

If you would like to receive the South District E-notes, 

please email 

Sally West, South District Administrative Assistant at 

sally@desertsw.org 

with E-notes in the subject line. 

Thank You St Francis!  
  It is only through working cooperatively 
with supporters like you that our work is 

possible.  We would like to share with you 
some of our recent successes:  

 

 
We more than doubled the number of pounds of 

fruits and vegetables harvested in 2009 resulting 
in over 75,000 pounds of produce feeding 
families rather than landfills, including Tucson 
refugee families and many local non-profits with 
feeding programs 

Through  a partnership with the Uof A  Honors 
College , hundreds of refugee families were 
enrolled in discount utility programs, resulting in 
much-needed savings 

The creation  of a blog 
(www.iskashitaa.blogspot.com) increased our 
networking capabilities.  For those of you who are 
computer savvy, please become a follower of our 
blog and stay up to date with our latest news and 
volunteer opportunities 

Weôve spread the word about how to get involved 
with our meaningful work through a variety of 
presentations to groups including local, district, 
and Conference level United Methodist Womenôs 
groups, the Arizona State Refugee Conference, 
Soroptimist International, local elected officials, 
and numerous congregations, garden clubs, and 
homeowners associations, 

Weôve organized and facilitated joint community 
projects with several organizations including 
Methodist campus ministries, Girl Scouts, 
Philanthropic Educational Organization, local 
Rotary clubs, the Volunteer Center of Southern 
Arizona, church youth groups, United Methodist 
Women, local high schools, returned Peace 
Corps fellows, the University of Arizona, and soup 
kitchens 

Weôve expanded and facilitated the Tucson 
Refugees Yahoo Group, which allows all 
agencies and individuals working with refugees to 
quickly and easily share information. TRY-G is 
the only statewide networking tool for refugees 
and volunteers and is utilized by over 300 people 

Our Sewing and Crafts circle has resulted in $7000 
in sales of refugee made items, enhancing 
income for refugee families 

Our mailing list has expanded to include over 1,000 
individuals, encouraging more people to mentor 
refugees and prevent food waste 

Weôve organized and participated in several multi-
faith cultural events and demonstrations of 
refugee talents in city-wide community events 

 

For our meaningful, life-changing work to continue, we 

need your help.  Please continue to support us and 

consider ways in which you can personally get involved. 


