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(see page 2 - Resurrection) 

Foundation of Faith:  
The Resurrection  

 
 For centuries The Church has pondered 
the mystery of the resurrection with 
superfluous questions:  òWas the stone truly 
rolled away from the tomb by angels?ó, òDid 
Jesus bodily rise from the dead?ó, òDid he 
physically appear to his disciples?ó, òDid he 
ascend (again...bodily) into heaven where he 
sits at Godõs right hand?ó.   All of them are the 
wrong questions to ask and they have 
historically lead the church in directions that 
make it exclusive rather than inclusive.  
 The more relevant and personal 
questions that all of us are invited to ask as we 
celebrate òThe Resurrectionó are: òHow has 
Godõs radiance come alive in me?ó, ò How have 
I awakened to the oneness within all people 
and all creation?ó,  and, òHow is this radiance 
expressed in the way I live?ó. 
 As I reflect on the life of Jesus, and on 
the lives of the other great sages of history, I 
am convinced that all of them wanted to 
awaken something in their disciples that would 
fill life with awareness, awe and indescribable 
compassion.  Such awareness resembles the 
beauty of a glorious sunrise or sunset, yet it 
surpasses it.  It would be most akin to seeing 
that radiance, or the possibility of that 
radiance, in all experiences of life.  Where there 
appears to be no radiance we are asked to 
know that it is present even when it doesnõt 
appear to be.  When we encounter injustice we 
are not invited to ignore it or to fight it because 
it does not demonstrate what we want the 
resurrection to be, but rather we are invited to 
bring the resurrection (the peace of God) into 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  

2010   
 

March 28th --Palm Sunday  

Worship:7:45 & 9:00 a.m.  

Adult Education:  10:45 a.m.  

 

April 1st --Holy Thursday  

 Ongoing Service of Holy Communion  
and Laying on of Hands  

5:00 - 7:00 p..m. the Center  

 

April 2nd:  Good Friday  

Worship  
7:00 p.m in the Center.  

 

Easter Sunday --April 4th  

Easter Sunrise Service  

 6:00 a.m at the Fire Circle  

 
Easter Sunrise Breakfast Potlluck  

6:30 a.m.  

  

A-H:  Fruit or Fruit Salad for eight  

I-P: Pastries or rolls for eight  
Q-Z: Breakfast Casserole for eight   

 

There will be No 7:45 a.m. service on Easter  
 

9:00 am  Easter Celebration in The Center  

United Methodists Raise 11 million for Haiti Relief . 
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(from page 1 - Resurrection ) 

that situation.  
 Next Sunday, April 4th, we celebrate the 
resurrection.  Itõs my favorite celebration of the 
Church year.  If, however, we celebrate it as the 
mysterious bodily resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth we miss the power of the occasion.  I 
love Easter because I can proclaim, with great 
JOY: CHRIST IS RISEN!  Not from a garden 
tomb some 2,000 years ago, but today...in 
me...in you....in all of creation.   
 Once again I consciously acknowledge 
that the whole world is ablaze with the wonder 
of Godõs presence.  The desert daisies are 
blossoming, the cacti are about to blossom, the 
Quail are laying eggs, the snakes are coming 
out of slumber, and hope is alive as a new wind 
sweeps across our staid religious traditions.  
Christ is Risen in us.  There are no tombs that 
can keep It asleep.  That is the foundation of 
Faith, and that is GOOD NEWS!  

 
Happy Easter,  

Beyond A Cup of Tea: An Experience 
Beyond Moving a Small Tableé. 

 

 On Saturday, March 13, I volunteered at 
Iskashitaaõs Sewing and Crafts Circle booth at 
the òOPEN ARTS STUDIOó event. The many 
refugees who make crafts or sew items from 
donated and recycled materials were there to 
show new items being started and to sell a 
variety of finished items. I helped the staff and 
photographed the interesting activities and 
products.  
 As I was preparing to leave, I saw a 
Nepalese family trying to get a small sewing 
table and 4 crates of newly harvested citrus 
fruit, as well as, 5 adults into a medium sized 
car. The table would not fit so I offered to take 

it in my car and drive it to their home. With 
some interpreting help by Director Barbara 
Eiswerth, the table and I followed the refugees 
home.  
 During the simple process of removing 
the table from my trunk, I overheard the family 
thanking me although I was not looking at 
them yet. When I locked my car, the father 
invited me to have a cup of tea in their home. 
My first thought was the òtypical, busy 
American responseó to an offer that went 
beyond a simple ôTHANK YOUõ. I viewed their 
invitation as sincere and polite, yet with the 
expectation that I would say, óThankséthat is 
so nice of you but éó/  òébut , it was no trouble 
at alléó/  òébut  I know you must have many 
things to doéó/  òébut  I really need to get 
homeó. 
 BUT as I finally turned & looked into 
those five pairs of beautiful, brown eyes, I saw 
both a pleading for me to accept yet a sense of 
fear that they were perhaps doing something 
wrong. I swallowed all my òbuts ó because I 
sensed a need from them to be able to return 
òmy giftó with a ògiftó of their ownéa simple 
cup of tea. I accepted the invitation and the 

family of five seemed delighted as we climbed 
the stairs to their apartment. Actually, I started 
to feel a little nervous about being an adequate 
guest!  
 Their home had a spaciousness due to 
an open living and dining room area; three 
couches hugged the walls; a large dining set 
was centered in the middle; Nepalese artwork & 
photos added a feeling of warmth which 
summed up that a loving family lived here. I 

See pg 8- Cup of Tea 

Ace Reporter to work the St Francis beat!  
 

 We are looking for someone to report on St 

Francis happenings for our monthly 

newsletter.  

Being handy with a camera a plus!  

If interested, contact Rolly at 299 -9063  
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FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

Check out our website for a full list of 
ministries: 

www.stfrancisumc.org  

Adult Education 
Spring 2010 Schedule 

10:45- Noon, in the Center 
 

 

     

~ Let There Be Lightó  
Easter Sunday Apr 4  
 

~ òSurviving the Recessionó 
  Sunday, Apr. 11 & 18 
   

~ òDilemma Tales for Modern Livingó  
Sunday, Apr 11 in St Clare Room 
 

~ òSexuality and the Spiritó  
Sundays Apr 25 & May 2 

 

~ òStories of Earthy Mysticismó  
Sundays May 9 & 16 

~ òDilemma Tales for Modern Livingó  
Sunday, May 23 in St Clare Room 
 
 

The new Spring Adult Education booklet (yellow) 
cover) is available in the Center Lobby  

or download it from our  website:  
www.stfrancisumc.org  

WomanStories 
Herstory is Ourstory 

 

Meets once a month in the Center  
 

April 26th  
 

Drumming at 5:30pm  Stories at 6:00pm  
 

For info , contact Joanne Roit at 
760-4432. 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson, SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org 

Rolly Loomis, PASTOR FOR FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 
rloomis@stfrancisumc.org 

Laura Aldag, OFFICE MANAGER 
laldag@stfrancisumc.org or  

Robert Mitchell, LEAD EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 
rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 

Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 
Erin Roepcke, CHILDRENôS MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 

eindo@stfrancisumc.org 
Ginger Leon, YOUTH MINISTRIES COORDINATOR 

gleon@stfrancisumc.org 
Lisa Otey, ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Robert Encila, MUSIC  DIRECTOR 

rencila@stfrancisumc.org 
 

OFFICE : 520 -299 -9063  

WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Laura 299-9063 x102 
Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly 299-9063 x103 

Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063  
Environment/Greenies: Joy Mills 219-1164 

Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 
Room Reservations: Laura  299-9063 x102 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 
International School for Peace 299-8908 

 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

Reconciling Ministries: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

PCIC: Alice Weekly 292-8799 
Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 

BorderLinks: 628-8263 
RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 

Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x 103 

Border Ministries:  Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x 103 
Refugee Ministries: Barbara Eiswerth 440-0100 NEW Mentors for Moms Program  

 

 I believe  respectful, compassionate 
mentoring can change the lives of young moms 
and their children.   If you are a caring woman 

who is willing to  spend a minimum of six hours 
each month to  support, inform and encourage a 
young mom in our community, please call or e -
mail Becky Wilson  for more information  
 

(520) 235-2842 or   rebeckwils@yahoo.com 
 

 

mailto:rebeckwils@yahoo.com
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, April 9  
at 10 am in the Center  

 
MANDALAS  

  With Barbara McDougall  
 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 
 

For more info, Ingrid Aspromatis at 742-0559 or 
exoticprincess@prodigy.net 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

April 11th  
 

 

Children of Heaven  
 

 PG 89 min   subtitles  Majid Majidi 
celebrates the immediacy and essence of 
childhood in this delightful tale of a brother 
and sister who share a pair of shoes when the 
boy (though no fault of his own) loses his 
sister's only pair. Since their parents are too 
poor to afford a new pair, they keep it a secret, 
trading them off every day in a mad rush, 
jumping gutters and navigating the twisting 
lanes to their schools and back. Then the boy 

hatches a plan: the third -place prize in a 
student footrace is a new pair of shoes, and 
he's determined to take it. The family scenes 
are delicately observed, and Majidi captures 
the spirit of the children perfectly: proud, 
emotional, petulant, sweet, and disarmingly 
sincere. Even as he builds to the climactic 
footrace (quite unexpectedly turned into a nail -
biting contest) the film continues to reveal a 
wealth of discreet surprises, culminating in a 
conclusion all the more resonant for its 
sublime delicacy. First Iranian feature to earn 
an Oscar nomination for Best Foreign Film  

 

 

We meet in the Center  
and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm  

Please bring enough to feed 6 people . 
 

 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Center 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

APRIL 3RD 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

 We need volunteers to help make our 

delicious chili every 4 weeks on Saturday morning   

from 8 a.m. - noon. It is one of the most productive 
and fun ways to spend a few hours. Casa Maria 

feeds about 500 people with our chili and most 

months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 

join us for an hour or two. Weõd love to have the 

help. Children are always welcome.  
  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

All church meetings are open to anyone,  
 except the SPRC  

(Staff Parish Relations Committee). 
 

If you feel ñcalledò to help out with a specific area,  
feel free to attend a meeting, 

or call the contact person for that area. 
 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce  
 

2010 Event Calendar  
 

is available in the Center lobby & office.  
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THOUGHT PROVOKING & TIMELY TITLES  

are available at the 
 

ST. FRANCIS BOOKSTORE!  
 

Stop in under the blue canopy  
before & after the 9 AM service.  

 

Books plus é 
ǅ Premium coffees to support Tucson refugees 
ǅ CD recordings of Sunday commentaries 

and more! 
 

Suggestions for Bookstore items welcome! 
Contact David Taylor 

at 529-1913 or davtay@aol.com 

Clothing & Household Donations  
 

We have a special designated green donation bin for 
Sister Rebeccaôs Street Ministry. 

Itôs located in the gated front porch of the office.  

Sr. Rebecca especially needs items for homeless folks, 
like sneakers, socks, warm clothes for winter & toiletries. 

 

Other clothing & household items 
can go in the yellow TMM bins. 

 

The office front porch is now open on Sunday 
mornings, so please take your donations there &  

place directly into the proper bins  
instead of leaving them in the Center entrance.  

 

Thanks. 

South District E -Notes  
 

If you would like to receive the South District E-notes, 

please email 

Sally West, South District Administrative Assistant at 

sally@desertsw.org 

with E-notes in the subject line. 

 
April Mission Moment  

 On April 11 the Wesley 
Foundation is coming to St. Francis in 
the Foothills!! The Wesley Foundation 

has become a second home to many students at the 
University of Arizona and Pima Community College, 
offering students a chance to meet new people, be a part 
of a community at their own campus and worship 
together.  
 Every Wednesday during the school year, the 
Wesley Foundation gathers together to worship and enjoy 
a free home cooked dinner. Wesley also offers amazing 
opportunities to attend local and national mission trips as 
well as weekly game nights, Bible studies and L.I.F.E. 
(Living in Faith Everyday) groups. L.I.F.E. groups are 
small groups where students meet a couple times a 
month and help students stay on track with their spiritual 
life. 
 Wesley also participates in TMM Family Services 
tutoring children as well as preparing meals and helping 
shelter and build housing for the homeless. 
 Donôt miss out hearing the stories and sharing in 
this wonderful ministry on April 11. Any donation goes a 
long way in continuing the growth of the Wesley 
Foundation. Thank you for another wonderful year!  
 

Spring Banquet: Rome by Night  
 In Paulôs letter to the Romans he wrote, ñéyou 
do not support the root, but the root supports 
youò (11:18b). Come celebrate with the students of the 
Wesley Foundation as they celebrate Godôs ministry, 
honor seniors, award accomplishments and bid farewell.   
 The evening of celebration is Saturday, May 1, 
2010 at 6pm in the First United Methodist Church located 
at 915 E. Fourth St.  Purchase a ticket ($20 adult, $5 
students) for celebration in the amber light of ñRome by 
Night.ò  Paulôs letter to the Romans continuedé be 
devoted to one another in brotherly love, honor one 
another above yourselves. Come! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact for ticket purchase information: 
Doug Bobbit, St. Francis member or 
Rev. Dee Dee Azhikakath 
deedee@email.arizona.edu 
520-623-7575 

 

Jr. and Sr. High Trip to Disneyland  
 

June 2 to 4  
$50.00 copay / deposit by May 2nd  

Activity funds pay the balance  
Includes flight, hotel, meals  
Must be active to participate  

See Ginger Leon for a registration form  

mailto:deedee@email.arizona.edu
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 Believe Out Loud Training  
 

 On Saturday, March 13, the Desert Southwest 

Annual Conference Board of Church and Society 

sponsored a training program called òBelieve Out 

Loudó.  This program is an ecumenical effort 
including members from all of the 7 largest mainline 

protestant denominations:  American Baptist 

Churches USA , Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ),  Evangelical Lutheran Church in America , The 

Episcopal Church , Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) , 
United Church of Christ  and The United Methodist 

Church .  This particular training was led by Rev. Troy 

Plummer, executive director of the United Methodist 

Reconciling Ministries Program.  

 Twenty -two participants (12 lay and 10 clergy) 

attended from churches in Flagstaff, Yuma, Tucson 
and the Phoenix metro area.  For me, the training 

answered the question, òHow do we put into practice 

the decisions made at our 2009 Annual Conference to 

welcome and minister to all people who come in 

contact with our churches?ó 
 The focus was appropriately on voicing our 

welcome for those who have been excluded.  However, 

the training challenged us to voice our welcome for 

anyone who may not think they are welcome in our 

churches.  Maybe the area of greatest concern is that 

the primary reason given by youth for not attending 
church is that some of their friends are not welcome 

to join them.  

 The main skill we learned in the training was  

 

 

how to tell our own stories succinctly and 
powerfully and to listen with more openness and 

love to the stories of others.  If we can all learn to do 

these two things, we will be the conference we have 

said we want to be, and our church will grow in 

membership, in service and in compassion and love 

for all.  
 The training ended with the participants 

developing plans for future gatherings in our homes 

where we will be inviting others to hear our stories 

and to share their own stories.  We will lead 

discussions that will help us all think about what is 
important to us about belonging to the United 

Methodist Church.  We will help us explore their 

own reasons for and being involved and why we 

believe that it is important to include all people in 

our congregations.  We have already made plans for 

the first 12 such gatherings in locations across our 
conference  If you are interested in attending a 

gathering, please contact Rev. Anna Bell 

( a b e l l 4 1 4 @ c o x . n e t )  o r  S c o t t  M o r r i s 

(scottmorr@aol.com ) to find out how to get involved.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday, April 10th, 10 am ï2pm 

Jack in the Box Restaurant 
Tanque Verde and Sabino Canyon Rd 

 
$5.00 

 
Proceeds to benefit St Francis! 

Tickets will be sold after Celebration 
 

Contact Laura at 
laura4stfrancis@aol.com to volunteer or 

donate supplies 
 

Buy tickets Sunday! 

Introducing a new St Francis 
Ministry!!  

 
Ministry in Motion  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

This ministry will: 

�x�� Provide rides to celebration and other church events 
for those who cannot drive 

�x�� Encourage carpooling which is good for our 
environment! 

 

To get this vital ministry started we need to identify a 
coordinator who will match willing drivers with those 

needing a ride. 
 

This ministry can be done from home and 
office staff will work closely with the coordinator to make 

the job as easy as possible 
 

If interested, please contact Laura at 299-9063 
 

An easy way to make a real difference in someoneôs life! 

http://www.abc-usa.org
http://www.abc-usa.org
http://www.disciples.org/
http://www.disciples.org/
http://www.disciples.org/
http://believeoutloud.dreamhosters.com/disciples.org
http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/
http://believeoutloud.dreamhosters.com/episcopalchurch.org

