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WHAT WE BELIEVE  
 
For years, probably since my earliest memory, I have 
envisioned a world in which the major religions would 
become instruments of reconciliation and peace, rather 
that agents of terror, separation and destruction.  It is a 
worthy and timely vision, which has inspired me to put 
into writing what I believe.  It is presumptuous of me to 
entitle these statements of faith ñWhat We Believe,ò 
trusting that through the honor of being your pastor for 
twenty-eight years (as of October 4, 2009) we might, as a 
church family, share these beliefs in common. 
 
 

1. We believe there is one ñFORCEò in the Cosmos 
through which we live and move and have our being. 
That ñFORCEò is the creator and sustainer of all life 
and all creation.   We often call that Force ñGod.ò 

2. We believe in the inseparable Oneness of God 

and all humanity, and that this Oneness can be 
experienced day by day.  

3. We believe that Jesus of Nazareth was a full 

human being who awakened to this ñonenessò and 
demonstrated what it means to be fully human.  

4. We believe that we, like Jesus, are created in 

Godôs image, and that we are created to fully 
ñawakenò as did Jesuséand other great persons of 
faith throughout history.  

5. We believe that the Kingdom of Heaven is in our 

midst, and that our purpose is to awaken to this 
Kingdom through removing the blocks to our 
awareness.  

6. We believe that salvation is not solely a Christian 

phenomenon, but is a free gift to all.  

7. We believe that the Bible is not the end of the 

revealed Word of God.  The Word continues to be 
made flesh in the activities of each day as we live 
responsively to Godôs presence. 

8. We believe that service to others is the highest 

activity to which one can aspire.  

9. We believe that there are solutions to world 

Eskinder Negash (above), The New Director, Office of 
Refugee Resettlement / U.S. Department of Human and 
Health Services speaks at the Arizona State Refugee 
Conference held at the Westin Paloma in Tucson on 
August 17 and 18, 2009. 
 

(Below) (from left)Robbie Dick , Linda Stenholm and 
Natalie Brown attend a plenary session. 
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SAINT FRANCIS WELL REPRESENTED AT STATE 
REFUGEE CONFERENCE 
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Reconciling Ministries Network's 10th Convocation and 
25th anniversary is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 

(September 4-7, 2009) at the YMCA of the Rockies at 

Estes Park, Colorado. The theme of the 2009 Convo is 
Justice and Joy. 

 

Join us for a weekend of worship,  

affirmation, workshops and fun.  
 

For more information, visit www.rmnetwork.org or  

talk to a member of the Reconciling Committee.  

hunger, homelessness and war, and we are dedicated 
to bring about the invitation to Peace on Earth and 
goodwill to all creation.  
10.  We believe that all people have a right to respect 
and justice, living lives of wholeness, love and 
oneness.  This requires that no one should suffer any 
deprivation of basic human rights: life, liberty, 
happiness.  
 
It is my hope that these personal core beliefs will inspire 
your reflection and your sharing.   Even better, I hope 
they become a foundation on which to move into a ñyet 
larger roomò of planetary understanding and cooperation. 
 
 With great love and anticipation, 
            
    

  Be A Hospice Volunteer!  
 

Hospice Family Care volunteers are 
very special people from all walks of life 
who are sensitive to the needs of our 

patients and families and who support our 
philosophy of supportive care.  Our volunteers are 
individuals who respect and revere life and, in the 
performance of their volunteering, bring their 
energy, compassion and enthusiasm to our 
patients, family members and our care team. 
 

Any person sixteen years of age or older who has 
completed our comprehensive free orientation 
program can volunteer with us. 
 

Volunteer Training:  
***Limited to 8-12 participants*** 

Hospice Family Care 
6300 E El Dorado Plaza, Ste A-100 

Tucson, Arizona 
 

6 Thursday evenings and 2 Saturdays 
Thursdays: 5:30ð8:30 pm 

Saturdays: 9:00 am ð 4:00 pm 
Oct 8,10,15,22,19, Nov 5,12,13, 2009 

 

30-hour comprehensive patient support training 
offers you the knowledge and confidence to 
become a companion visitor and supportive 
presence to those who truly need you and offer 
respite support for those who care for them. 
 

Be a part of a Hospice Support Team  
Call Hospice Family Care  at 790-9299 for info and 
sign-up!  Rosy Cunningham, Volunteer Coordinator 

Interpreters for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing  

 
Starting September 6, 2009 an interpreter 
for the deaf and hard of hearing will be 
present at 9:00 Celebration.  Interpreters 

have been scheduled through the end of 
November. A revised schedule will be published 
before the end of this period. It is our hope that an 
interpreter will be present every Sunday. 

 Barbara Eiswerth (center) in a typical action shot.  The 
picture is blurry because it is very difficult to get Barbara 
to slow down.  Iskashitaa Refugee Harvesting Network 
through the efforts of Barbara and Tara Pullano and many 
volunteers added considerably to the tremendous 
success of the State Refugee Conference held this year 
in Tucson. 
 

Iskashitaa is a part of Saint Francis Refugee Ministries 
which includes over 20 active participants from Saint 
Francis.  Iskashitaa has been the recipient of $65,000 in 
United Way Grants over the past two years.  These 
monies were shared with PCIC to address Issues of 
Domestic Violence.    


