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All faith traditions have their rules and regulations.  Each 
tradition has its creedal statements, its purity codes and 
its disciplines.  It is generally these codes and creeds and 
systems of belief that create separation among the 
religions of the world.  But there is something we hold in 
common as well.  We all believe in one God, creator and 
sustainer, which incarnates in everyone and every thing.  
We all acknowledge a Spirit, known in Christianity as the 
Holy Spirit, that permeates, guides and inspires.  We all 
believe that we must awaken to this Spirit in order to truly 
be people of faith. 
 

Father Tom Berry, author of The Dream of the Earth, 
insists that in order to be ñin touchò with Spirit we must 
also be ñin touchò with our Sacred Earth: we must relearn 
the ñsong of creationò and the ñhymn of the universeò in 
order to come alive to what life is in its wholeness. 
 

Maggid of Nezritch, one of the great teachers of 
Hasidism, would go to the pond every day before dawn 
and stay there for two hours before returning home. He 
would explain to his students that he was learning the 
song with which the frogs praise God. 
 

PERHAPS WE NEED TO LEARN THAT SONG, a song 
that speaks to the soul within each one of us, and the 
Soul which sings through all of creation.   Perhaps we 
need to spend time in nature and relearn the sacred 
scriptures of the earth. 
 

That is what St. Francis of Assisi did.  We celebrate his 
day on Sunday, October 4

th
, with our traditional 

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS.  This year may it be more 
than our intentional blessing of those beautiful pets that 
have brought healing into our lives.  May we open 
ourselves to being blessed by them.  May we gather for 
worship at 9:00 a.m.  in The Center knowing that we can 
re-learn the song of nature that our pets know so well.  
We can re-learn how to live with unconditional love, and 
to respond with compassion and understanding. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ST. 
FRANCIS 

BLESSING 
OF THE ANIMALS  
Sunday, October 

4
th

. 
9:00 a.m. Celebration  

 

We celebrate our 42
nd

 Birthday 
on Sunday morning, October 
4

th
, with the 

traditional BLESSING OF THE 
ANIMALS.  This is 
our tradition that 
dates back 42 years.  
It is a tradition I hope 
you wonôt miss. 

 
Bring your dog, cat, pig, 

horse, 
scorpion, 
turtle, snake or leopard-like 
cheetah.  Bring them on a 
leash (especially the 
cheetah).  The blessing will 
begin with a processional, 
followed by the 

chaos that reminds us that 
God brings miracles out of 
such confusion.  Come be 
part of the miracle.  
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(from page 1 -  Happy Birthday) 

I hope you will be present on Sunday morning, October 
4

th
, at 9:00 a.m.   I hope you will bring your pets, and I 

hope you will bring an openness to what all of creation is 
awaiting: the awakening of the sons and daughters of 
God (thatôs us).  Let us re-learn, together, the song with 
which the frogs praise God. 
 
 Happy 42

nd
 Birthday St. Francis 

             

  Be A Hospice Volunteer!  
 

Hospice Family Care volunteers are 
very special people from all walks of life 
who are sensitive to the needs of our 
patients and families and who support 

our philosophy of supportive care.  Our volunteers 
are individuals who respect and revere life and, in 
the performance of their volunteering, bring their 
energy, compassion and enthusiasm to our 
patients, family members and our care team. 
 

Any person sixteen years of age or older who has 
completed our comprehensive free orientation 
program can volunteer with us. 
 

Volunteer Training:  
***Limited to 8-12 participants*** 

Hospice Family Care 
6300 E El Dorado Plaza, Ste A-100 

Tucson, Arizona 
 

6 Thursday evenings and 2 Saturdays 
Thursdays: 5:30ð8:30 pm 

Saturdays: 9:00 am ð 4:00 pm 
Oct 8,10,15,22,19, Nov 5,12,13, 2009 

 

30-hour comprehensive patient support training 
offers you the knowledge and confidence to 
become a companion visitor and supportive 
presence to those who truly need you and offer 
respite support for those who care for them. 
 

Be a part of a Hospice Support Team  
Call Hospice Family Care  at 790-9299 for info and 
sign-up!  Rosy Cunningham, Volunteer Coordinator 

Interpreters for the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing  

 
Starting September 6, 2009 an interpreter 
for the deaf and hard of hearing will be 

present at 9:00 Celebration.  Interpreters have 
been scheduled through the end of November. A 
revised schedule will be published before the end 
of this period. It is our hope that an interpreter will 
be present every Sunday. 

Our annual ST. FRANCIS 
MEET YOURSELF event is 
scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 8 , 
this year.  All those ministries 
and groups who participated 
last year need to mark their 
calendars and start planning 
how you would like to present your  group to the 
congregation and visitors that day.  The event will 
begin immediately after the 9 AM service and 
continue as late as 12:30 PM.  The tables will be set 
up outside and in Ravenscroft Hall.  Any new 
ministries or groups who would like to participate for 
the first time need to contact either 
Becky Hogle (886-7990) or Charlotte in the St. 
Francis office.   
 

This is a fun fellowship time with food and 
conversation, as well as a time to learn of all the 
current activities of the ministries and different 
groups at St. Francis in the Foothills.  Keep an eye 
on the bulletins, emails, and the Nov. newsletter for 
further details.  

Have you loved seeing all the 
wonderful rainbow stoles that St. 
Francis folks have been wearing?  Join 
Us for a Sewing Bee! 
  

The Reconciling Committee will be making more 
stoles for St. Francis and we'd love to have you join 
us. 
  

When:  Saturday, Oct 10th, 9:00 to Noon  
Where: The Center 
Skills needed:  Very basic cutting, sewing or ironing 
  

Bring a sewing machine if you have one with thread 
and bobbin (any color since the fabric is rainbow) 
  

Children and youth are welcome.  Older ones can 
help and we'll take turns entertaining younger ones. 
Snacks provided!  
 

Have questions?  Call Doris Morris at 481-5360. 

Come join Barb Nelson to celebrate her 80th 
birthday  after the 9:00 celebration on 

October 4 (The Blessing of the Animals) 
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 

Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly or Charlotte 299-9063 
Stephen Ministry: Pat Burgbacher, 743-0273 

Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly 299-9063 x103 
Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 

Environment/Greenies: Joy Mills 219-1164 
Library for Peace: Anne Hoff 529-2820 

Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 
Room Reservations: Charlotte Taber 299-9063 x101 
Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 

International School for Peace 299-8908 
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

RMN: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

Humane Borders: Paul Fuschini 690 - 8768 
PCIC: Alice Weekly 292-8799 

Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 
BorderLinks: 628-8263 

RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 
Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

Border Ministries: Paul Fuschini 690-8768 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson, SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org 

Rolly Loomis, PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 
rloomis@stfrancisumc.org 

Irene Walden, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
iwalden@stfrancisumc.org 

Lisa Otey, ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Robert Encila, MUSIC & THEATRE DIRECTOR 

rencila@stfrancisumc.org 
Robert Mitchell, LEAD EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 
Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

Charlotte Taber, OFFICE MANAGER 
ctaber@stfrancisumc.org or  
secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

Dee Farrand, YOUTH DIRECTOR 
deejoyaz@gmail.com 

Erin Indo, CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
eindo@stfrancisumc.org 

 

OFFICE: 520-299-9063  
 

WEB SITE: www.stfrancisumc.org 
 

EMAIL: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

A Note from the Wesley 
Foundation  

 

The Wesley Foundation of 
Tucson is continuously growing 
with more and more students 
joining every week. It was such a 

joy to have 78 students in our first worship of the year. 
Serving this increasing number of students is possible by 
the generous support of our local churches, alumni and 
parents. 
 

Recently, we have learned of instances where people 
who claim to be associated with campus ministries at the 
University of Arizona are soliciting contributions by phone 
from you or offering to come to your home to pick up a 
check. These people are NOT associated with the Wesley 
Foundation Campus Ministry. The Wesley Foundation 
does not make phone calls asking for donations, nor do 
we put students in situations where they would visit 
homes of people they do not know.  Our financial support 
comes by means of your donation through your local 
United Methodist Church or if you donate directly to the 
Wesley Foundation by mailing a check to our office at 715 
N. Park Ave, Tucson, AZ 85719.  If you have any 
concerns about someone who has contacted you, please 
contact me directly at 520-623-7575. 
 

We want to thank you for your support and ask that you 
continually keep us in your prayers. 

St. Francis Adult Education Program  
  

Three offerings begin in September that you will want to 
participate in: 
 
"Reel Spirit" - Dilemma tales for Modern Living ; 
 short films with discussions throughout the fall,  
 Sundays from 10:45 - noon in St Claire's Room; 
 session 2,  Oct 18, led by Cecilia Munroe. 
 
ñThe Beauty and Courage of Sudanò - Rolly Loomis will 

share what he learned during his recent trip to the 
Kakum refugee camp in Northern Kenya.  Sundays 
from 10:45ðnoon in Center. Oct 4,11 & 18. 
 

ñThe Least of Theseò ~ Immigration Detention: a Docu- 
mentary film and discussion with 3 panelists. 
Thursday, Oct 22 from 7:00-9:00. 
 

ñAmerican Indian Medicine Stories and Practicesò starts 
on Sunday, Oct 25 from 10:45ðnoon in Rooms 
30/31.  Gail Harris will be the facilitator. 

  
Youth and adults are invited to participate. Childcare 
provided on Sunday mornings, 10:45 - noon.  
  
Pick up your copy of the complete fall schedule in the 
foyer of the Center!  
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, October 9  
at 10 am in the Center  

 

ñConscious Listeningò 
With Elizabeth B. Gricus  

 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Nancy Masland 749-4220 or  
Email: nancy@nancypmasland.com 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

October 11  
 

 

A World Apart  
 

This film reveals the suffering caused by political repression in 
South Africa through the eyes of a young teenage girl, Molly, 
whose journalist mother and father are persecuted for being 
communists and supporters of the anti-apartheid struggle.  She 
finds herself confused and frustrated, ostracized because of her 
parentsô politics.  The arrest of the mother after her father was 
forced to flee the county hurts all the members of the extended 
family and ultimately raises the question of whether the mother 
sacrificed her family too much in her pursuit of justice.  It is 
based on the true story of Gus and Diana (Ruth) Roth.  Winner 
of the Grand Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival in 1988. 
suggested reading: Playing the Enemy: Nelson Mendela and 
the Game That Made a Nation  by John Carlin.  
 

 We meet in the Center 
and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm 
Please bring enough to feed 6 people. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Ravenscroft Hall 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

OCTOBER 17 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili every 
4 weeks on Saturday morning  from 8 a.m.- noon. We 
also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is one of 
the most productive and fun ways to spend a few hours. 
Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our chili and 
most months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 
join us for an hour or two. Weôd love to have the help. 
Children are always welcome. Jokes are common and 
lively discussions about the Wildcats abound. 

  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

Volunteers needed for Casa Maria. 
Please come and help!!!  

Have you enjoyed the fabulous pot luck dinners and 
films of Sunday Night at the Movies?  And have you 
been thinking about a wonderful film that you saw or 
heard about that you think would be perfect for 
Sunday Night at the Movies.  Or have you read a 
great book that raised diversity issues and wished 
that you had someone to talk with about the book?    
   
Your chance to help create those great evenings of 
Sunday Night at the Movies and the Diversity Book Study 
is at hand.  Sunday, October 25th, after the 9 am 
celebration (approximately 10:30am) will be the time 
when anyone who is interested can join in creating next 
year's events.  We will meet in the Peace Library.  If you 
are not able to attend but have suggestions, please send 
them to Elizabeth Fimbres (ElizFimbres@msn.com) and 
she will include them in the discussion.  If you will be 
attending and have suggestions, please send them 
ahead of time also so that a list can be distributed prior to 
the meeting so that folks can familiarize themselves with 
the possibilities.   
   
Have you participated in the Food for Thought dinners 
and enjoyed an ethnic meal with some refugees?  You 
may have noticed that there have been no dinners this 
year as there was not a volunteer to organize it. This is 
sad as the dinners were a wonderful opportunity for the 
refugees to practice eating at restaurants and using their 
English language.  We are hopeful that someone will be 
interested and able to re-create the program for next 
year.  If this speaks to you, please come to the meeting 
on October 25th.   
   
Hope to see you on the 25! 
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St. Francis in the Foothills  

October 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

  1 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  
 

6:00 pm ISP 
Board of 
Trustees Meeting 
 

7:00 pm Trustees 
Meeting 

2 3 

9:00 am Art 
Class with 
Joy Mills 

4 

7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration  
With the Blessing of 
the Animals 
 

10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 

9 am Snak Pak   
      Packing 
 

2 pm  Refugee 
   Ministry Meeting 
 
 

5 pm Celebration      
   Planning 
 

6 pm  Reconciling 
   Ministry Meeting 

7 
6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality 
Breakfast) 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

 

8 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  
 

 

 

 

9  
10 am Elder 
Circle 
 
7:30 pm  Fine 
Arts Fund 
Raiser  

 

 

 

10 

9:00 am 
Rainbow 
Stole Making 
Event 
 

7:30 pm Fine 

Arts Fund 

Raiser 

11 

7:45am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 

10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

2:00 pm Fine Arts 
Fund Raiser 
 

5:00 pm  Sunday 
Night at the Movies 
 

12 

10 am  Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervisory 
Group  
 
6:30 pm  
Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervisory 
Group 

13 

 9 am Snak Pak 
Packing 
 

2 pm  Refugee 
Ministry Meeting 
 

5 pm Celebration 
Planning 
 

6 pm Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 

14   
6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality 
Breakfast) 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

 

15  Poz Café  
 
 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  
 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 
 
 

17 

8 am Casa 
Maria at their 
kitchen 
 

9:00 am Art 
Class with 
Joy Mills  

18 

7:45 am Worship 
 
9am Celebration   
 
10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

 

19   

 
 

 

   
 

 

20 
 

9 am Snak Pak 
Packing 
2 pm  Refugee 
Ministry Meeting 
 
 

5 pm Celebration 
Planning 
 

 

21 

 

6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality 
Breakfast) 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  
 

 

22 
6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  

 

7:00 pm ACLU 
Film on 
Immigration 
 
 

23 

 

 

 

24 

9:00 am Art 
Class with 
Joy Mills  

 
 
 

 
 

25 

7:45 am Worship 
 
9am Celebration   
 
10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

10:30 am 
Unlearning Racism 
Planning Meeting  

26 

10 am  Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervisory 
Group 
5:30 pm  
WomenStories 
6:30 pm  
Stephen 
Ministry 
Supervisory 
Group 

27 
 

 

9 am Snak Pak 
Packing 
2 pm  Refugee 
Ministry Meeting 
 
 

5 pm Celebration 
Planning 

28 

 6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality 
Breakfast) 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  
 

6:30  Diversity Book 
Study 

29 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  

30 31 
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THOUGHT PROVOKING & TIMELY TITLES  

are available at the 
 

ST. FRANCIS BOOKSTORE!  
 

Stop in at the new Ravenscroft Hall  
before & after the 9 AM service.  

 

Books plus é 
ǅ Premium coffees to support Tucson refugees 
ǅ CD recordings of Sunday commentaries 

and more! 
 

Suggestions for Bookstore items welcome! 
Contact David Taylor 

at 529-1913 or davtay@aol.com 

Clothing & 
Household 
Donations  

 

We have a special 
designated green donation 
bin for Sister Rebeccaôs 

Street Ministry.  
 

Itôs located in the gated front 
porch of the office. Sr. 

Rebecca especially needs items for homeless folks, like 
sneakers, socks, warm clothes for winter & toiletries. 

 

Other clothing & household items can go in the yellow 
TMM bins. 

 

The office front porch is now open on Sunday 
mornings, so please take your donations there &  

place directly into the proper bins  
instead of leaving them in the Center entrance.  

 

Thanks. 

Paid advertisement  

WomanStories 
Herstory is Ourstory 

 

Meets once a month in the Center  
 

October 26  
 

Drumming at 5:30pm  Stories at 6:00pm  
 

For info , contact Beth Haas at 
mbhaas@aol.com or 850-7121. 

Diversity Book Study  
October 28 at 6:30 pm  

In Room 30/31  
 

Playing the Enemy: Nelson Mandela and the Game That Made a Nation  
by John Carlin  In 1985, Nelson Mandela, then in prison for twenty-three 
years, set about winning over the fiercest proponents of apartheid, from his 
jailers to the head of South Africaôs military. First he earned his freedom and 
then he won the presidency in the nationôs first free election in 1994. But he 
knew that South Africa was still dangerously divided by almost fifty years of 
apartheid. If he couldnôt unite his country in a visceral, emotional wayðand 
fastðit would collapse into chaos. He would need all the charisma and 
strategic acumen he had honed during half a century of activism, and heôd 
need a cause all South Africans could share. Mandela picked one of the more 
farfetched causes imaginableðthe national rugby team, the Springboks, who 
would host the sportôs World Cup in 1995. The author offers the final dramatic 
chapters of how then president Nelson Mandela and his wily strategy of using 
a sporting eventðthe Springboks rugby team in the 1995 World Cupðto 
mend South Africa.   

Come join our community   
 **Preschool Substitute Teacher*s**  

 

The International School for Peace is accepting 
applications for substitute teachers. Supplement 
your income while working and playing with kids in 
a multicultural, peaceful environment!   

 
Applications available on our website  
www.internationalschoolforpeace.org 

and at the preschool office.   
 

Contact 299-8908 for more information. 

St. Francis will be hosting POZ CAFÉ on 
November 19  at 12:00 noon.  This is an event for 
HIV/AIDS positive people, their care partners and 
guests.  At the monthly event, HIV/AIDS positive 
people can pick up bags of household items that 
are not covered by food stamps.  You can help by 
giving donation of  household items (toilet paper, 
bath soap, toothpaste, etc.)/  A box will be available 
in the Church foyer starting October 4.  The box will 
be marked TIHAN Market Place. 


