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 THANK YOU 
 

Those are two sweet words: òTHANK YOU.ó  I was 

reminded of the sweetness last Sunday morning when 

one of our congregants asked, during sharing, òWhen I 

am in one of those Dark Nights of the soul, what 

prayer do I utter to that Divine Presence that youõre 

always talking about?ó  My response was immediate: 

òõThank Youõ is the prayer you utter.ó  In the midst of 

situations in which fear and doubt cause us to turn in 

upon ourselveséwe are urged to untangle that 

frightened ball of apprehension, throw out our arms 

and say, even though it is the last thing in the world 

we feel like saying, òThank You God!ó 
 

What?  Why òthank youó when thereõs nothing to be 

thankful for?  I canõt give a solid answer to the self-

imposed question.  But I can say that when I say 

òthank you,ó even when I am resentful of the situation 

I find myself in, or upset with the person I am working 

with, or distraught over the lack of responsiveness that 

I might be anticipating, something opens up, some 

glimmer of possibility.  And that frightened little òball 

of apprehensionó begins to expandéjust a bit, and I 

can see Light in what seemed to be total darkness.  

òThank You.ó Just uttering those wordsé.yes, just by 

saying themésomething happens that would not 

happen save for those two words.   Just by saying them 

we indicate that we are drawing on something greater 

than our own puny worlds of fear and intimidation, 

opening to a mystery that takes us beyond the 

bleakness of the òdark nightó into other possibilities 

and insights.  
 

I will never be able to recall all the bedsides I have sat 

next to, holding the hand of a dying person, fully 

expecting them to be angry at God, at the world, and at 

everything that brought them to such a òdead end.ó  

But inevitably what comes out of their mouth is 

gratitude: òIõm so thankful for the life God has given 

me.ó  òIõm very fortunate to have been the recipient of 

WEôVE GONE TO THE DOGS 
(AND CATS)  

 
The Annual Blessings of the Animals was held on 
October 4, 2009.  We celebrated our 42  birthday, 
Saint Franbcisôs 827th  Birthday and Davidôs   28th 
Aniversary at Saint Francis in the Foothills.  What a 
day!! - Look for more pictures inside.  

Photo by Jana Socha  
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(from page 1 - Thank You ) 

  Be A Hospice Volunteer!  
 

Hospice Family Care volunteers are very special 

people from all walks of life who are sensitive to 

the needs of  patients and families and who 

support the philosophy of supportive care.  

Volunteers are individuals who respect and 

revere life and, in the performance of their 

volunteering, bring their energy, compassion and 

enthusiasm to  patients,& their families.  
 

Any person sixteen years of age or older who has 

completed our free 30 -hr comprehensive  

orientation program can volunteer with us. Call 

Our annual ST. FRANCIS MEET YOURSELF 

event is scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 8 , this year.  

All those ministries and groups who participated 

last year need to mark their calendars and start 

planning how you would like to present your  

group to the congregation and visitors that day.  

The event will begin immediately after the 9 AM 

service and continue as late as 12:30 PM.  The 

tables will be set up outside and in Ravenscroft 

Hall.  Any new ministries or groups who would 

like to participate for the first time need to 

contact either Becky Hogle (886 -7990) or Laura 

in the St. Francis office.   
 

This is a fun fellowship time with food and 

conversation, as well as a time to learn of all the 

current activities of the ministries and different 

groups at St. Francis in the Foothills.  Keep an 

eye on the bulletins, emails, and the Nov. 

newsletter for further details.  

such a beautiful spouse/children/lover/friend.ó 

 

At times, especially when we are in the midst of a 

Pledge Campaign that seems not to be doing well, I 

am tempted to spout off, to blame, to criticize and 

judge.  But it is short lived.  Gratitude always 

trumps darkness.  I would rather live in the light.  I 

would rather explore the possibilities than be 

imprisoned by the doubts.  
 

THANK YOU for reading this far. Thank you for 

being such a wonderful church.  Thank you for the 

beauty you share.  Thank you for your willingness to 

explore new dimensions of Light.  THANK YOU.  

 

And as a closing tour de force let me remind you that 

the Greek word for THANK YOU is ǼúȖáȐȆȑȓȘ.  If 

one would anglicize such confusion it would look like 

this: Eucharisto, or Eucharist.  Imagineéjust be 

saying thank you we become the Body of Christ.  
 
 Happy Thanks Giving, 
            

Building for Our Shared Future:  
Charitable Giving & St Francis  

Thursday, Nov 19  
6:30-8:00 pm in the Center  

 

A workshop by board members of the Desert 

Southwest United Methodist Foundation on 

the benefits of charitable/planned giving for 

you, your family, and St Francis.  Various 

tools that can be used  to benefit you 

financially while living and benefit St Francis 

when you have passed into that yet larger 

room will be discussed. Also info on trusts, 

wills, etc will be covered. Plan to bring your 

questions. Written information will be 

provided . 

New Office Hours 
 

Monday through Friday  

9:30 am 0 4:30 pm 

 

Starting Monday, November 2  

Saints of St Francis: Past Present & Future  
Sunday, Nov 1 in the Center  

5:00 pm -8:00 pm  

 

Held on All Saints Day to 

commemorate those who are no 

longer with us & who contributed 

much to what we are today.  The 

evening begins with a service of 

rememberance and includes a 

dinner and guest speaker Cecily Knepprath from 

the University of Arizona Foundation, who will 

talk about why we give, how we give, giving 

during different stages of our lives, and how 

quickly planned giving can make a difference in 

the financial well -being of our church.  
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529 -1913  

Bulletin &  Newsletter:  Laura 299 -9063 x102  

Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly or Laura 299 -9063  

Stephen Ministry: Pat Burgbacher, 743 -0273  

Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly  299 -9063 
x103  

Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299 -9063 

x100  

Environment/Greenies : Joy Mills  219 -1164  

Library for Peace: Anne Hoff 529 -2820  
Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323 -9845  

Room Reservations:  Laura Aldag 299 -9063 x102  

Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299 -

9839  

International School for Peace 299 -8908  
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

RMN: Mark Moellenhoff  321 -9167  
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544 -4726  

Humane Borders:  Paul Fuschini  690  - 8768  

PCIC: Alice Weekly 292 -8799  

Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark  297 -1139  

BorderLinks: 628 -8263  

RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777 -5999  

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson , SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org  

Rolly Loomis , PASTOR OF FAMILY  M INISTRIES  & M IS-

SIONS 

rloomis @stfrancisumc.org  

Lisa Otey , ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE  

Robert Encila , M USIC  & T HEATRE  D IRECTOR  
rencila@stfrancisumc.org  

Robert Mitchell , L EAD  EVENT  & C USTODIAL  STAFF 

rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org  

Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT  & C USTODIAL  STAFF 

Laura Aldag,  OFFICE  MANAGER  
laldag@stfrancisumc.org or  

secretary@stfrancisumc.org  

Dee Farrand, YOUTH  D IRECTOR  

deejoyaz@gmail.com  

Erin Indo, CHILDRENõS M INISTRY  

eindo@stfrancisumc.org  
 

OFFICE : 520 -299 -9063  
 

WEB  SITE: www.stfrancisumc.org  
 

EMAIL : secretary@stfrancisumc.org  

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson  299 -9063  x104 (Office)  

or 977 -4572 (cell phone)  

Rolly Loomis  299 -9063  x103 (Office)  

or 977 -4282 (cell phone)  

Bashas and Frys Gift 

cards are now available 

for $10 (they're pre -

loaded with that amount 

on them).  They're re -

loadable so you can add 

$50, $100 or whatever 

amount you wish (at the 

customer service desk of the store) and use them 

to pay for your groceries.   We get a check back for 

3-6% of total re -loaded amts!    

 

This is a different program than the Thank You 

cards and VIP cards. We want to get all those who 

shop at Bashas and Frys to have one of these re -

loadable cards in their wallet to use every time 

they grocery shop.  Use the gift card with your 

Thank You discount card or VIP card to continue 

getting you discounts on the groceries.   

 

You can purchase the $10 card from Lorelei 

Kaczmarski every Sunday under the ramada after 

9AM services.   7:45 parishioners can talk to Matt 

Kaczmarski (custodian who does the audio/visuals 

at the 7:45 service) and he'll get the card to you.  

 

Sunflower cards are not re -loadable, but you can 

purchase new ones for $25 or $50 every Sunday.   

 

There will be a few months before we will know 

how these programs are generating.  I'll keep you 

posted as I hear!   Call Lorelei for questions 349 -

5639  

St. Francis Adult Education 
Program  

  

Two great programs bring the 

2009 Series to a conclusion:  

 

òAmerican Indian Medicine Stories and 

Practicesó Sundays, Nov 1, 15, &22 from 

10:45ñnoon in Rooms 30/31.  Gail Harris will 

be the facilitator.  

 

òRebirthing the Christ Withinó starts Nov 

29th & continues Dec 6, 13, & 20 from 10:45 

to noon in The Center. Facilitated by Hugh & 

Gayle Prather  

  
Youth and adults are invited to participate. Childcare 

provided on Sunday mornings, 10:45 - noon.  
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, Nov 13  
at 10 am in the Center  

 

End of Life Issues  
With Tani Bahti  

 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Ingrid Aspromatis, 742-0559 or  
Email: exoticprincess@prodigy.net 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

November 8  
 

 

Water  
 

Water is the third film in writer/director Deepa Mehtaõs 

elemental trilogy.  It explores the plight of widows in 

traditional Hindu culture, where women are condemned to a 

grim, rudimentary existence after their husbands die. Set in 

India in 1938, young Chuyia is widowed at the age of 8. By 

religious law, when a man dies, his wife may either be 

cremated with him, marry  his brother, or live the life of an 

ascetic-chaste, poor, and pious. Chuyiaõs head is shaved, her 

jewelry removed, and she is sent to live in an ashram with 

other widows of all ages. She is befriended by Kalyani.  A 

handsome law student with progressive politics, Narayan, is 

smitten by Kalyani. But it is sinful for widows to remarry 

and Kalyani is a prostitute. (Hindi with subtitles). suggested 

reading: Leaving Mother Lake by Yang Erche Namu and 

Christine Mathieu  
 

 We meet in the Center 

and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm  

Please bring enough to feed 6 people. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Ravenscroft Hall 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

NOVEMBER 14 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili 

every 4 weeks on Saturday morning   from 8 a.m.- noon. 

We also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is 

one of the most productive and fun ways to spend a few 

hours. Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our 

chili and most months the chili is gone before 11 am. 

Please come join us for an hour or two. Weõd love to 

have the help. Children are always welcome. Jokes are 

common and lively discussions about the Wildcats 

abound. 
  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Volunteers needed for Casa Maria. 

Please come and help!!!  

Pine Canyon Camp  
Winterizing Work Camp 2009  

 

November 13 -15 

 

A Weekend Escape to the Chiricahua 

Mountains  
 

This is a weekend of fellowship working around 

camp to help prepare for the winter season. We 

have projects for all skill levels. Kids 12 and 

under are welcome  

 

All meals from Saturday breakfast to lunch on 

Sunday are provided. The goal is to clean up for 

the ceremony and winterize the camp.  

 

The decommissioning ceremony for Pine Canyon 

will take place on Saturday at 4:00 pm.  

 

Need transportation or can provide a ride? 

Contact Steve  

 

RSVP by November 6th  

 

Steve Washburn, Friends of Pine Canyon Camp  

220651 Total Wreck Lane, Vail, AZ  85641  

520-762-9705 

swashburn@dakotacom.net  
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St. Francis in the Foothills  

November 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 
7:45 am Worship 
 

9am  Celebration 
 

10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 
5:00 pm Saints of St 
Francis Past, 
Present, and Future 

2 
3 

3 
9 am Snak Pak   
      Packing 
 

2 pm  Refugee 
   Ministry Meeting 
 
 

5 pm Celebration      
   Planning 
 

6 pm  Reconciling 
   Ministry Meeting 

4 
6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality Breakfast) 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

5 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  
 

 

6 7 

 

8 

7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
10:00 am St Francis 
Meet Yourself 
 

10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

5:00 pm  Sunday 
Night at the Movies 

9 

 

10 am  Stephen 
Ministry   
 
6:30 pm  
Stephen 
Ministry  

 

 

 

10 

9 am Snak Pak     

 

2 pm  Refugee Mtg    

5 pm Celebration      
   Planning 
 

6 pm  Reconciling 
   Ministry Meeting 
6:00 pm Finance 

7:15 pm Trustees 

11 Office Closed 

 
6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality Breakfast) 
 
6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

 

12 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  
 
 
 
 

13 
  
 

 

 

14 

8 am Casa 
Maria at their 
kitchen 

15 

7:45am Worship 
 

8:00 am Health 
Appraisals 
 

9am Celebration   
 

10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

3:00 pm Refugee 
Ministry Fundraiser 
 

16 

 
 
 
 
 

17 

 9 am Snak Pak 
Packing 
 

2 pm  Refugee 
Ministry Meeting 
 

5 pm Celebration 
Planning 
 

6 pm Finance 
Committee 
Meeting 

18   
6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality Breakfast) 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  

 

19   
 

6:30 am Menôs 
Chrysalis 
Breakfast  

8:00am Poz Café  
 

6:00 pm Building 
for Our Shared 
Future:Charitable 
Giving 
 

7:00pm Church 
Council 

20 

 

 

 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 

7:45 am Worship 
 
9am Celebration   
 
10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 
 

23   

10 am  Stephen 
Ministry  
5:30pm Women 
Stories 
 

6:30 pm  
Stephen 
Ministry  
 

 

   
 

24 
 

9 am Snak Pak 
Packing 
2 pm  Refugee 
Ministry Meeting 
 
 

5 pm Celebration 
Planning 
 

 

25 

 

6:15 am Sophia  
Circle (Womenôs  
Spirituality Breakfast) 
 

6:30 pm Choir 
Practice  
 

 

26 Office Closed 
 
 
 
Annual 
Thanksgiving 
Day Dinner  
 

27 OfficeClosed 

 

 
 

28 

 
 
 

 
 

29 

7:45 am Worship 
 
9am Celebration   
 
10:45 am Education 
Programs - All Ages 
 

 

30 

 
 
 

 
 

   
   

See our new online calendar  for details and the 
the latest updates.  As soon as a change is made 
on the calendar in the office it is published online.  

Go to  
www.stfrancisumc.org  
and click on calendar. 

http://www.stfrancisumc.org/
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THOUGHT PROVOKING & TIMELY TITLES  

are available at the 
 

ST. FRANCIS BOOKSTORE!  
 

Stop in at the new Ravenscroft Hall  
before & after the 9 AM service.  

 

Books plus é 
ǅ Premium coffees to support Tucson refugees 
ǅ CD recordings of Sunday commentaries 

and more! 
 

Suggestions for Bookstore items welcome! 
Contact David Taylor 

at 529-1913 or davtay@aol.com 

Clothing & 
Household 
Donations  

 

We have a special 

designated green 

donation bin for Sister 

Rebeccaõs Street Ministry. 
 

Itõs located in the gated front 

porch of the office. Sr. Rebecca especially needs items 

for homeless folks, like sneakers, socks, warm clothes 

for winter & toiletries.  
 

Other clothing & household items can go in the yellow 

TMM bins.  
 

The office front porch is now open on Sunday 

mornings, so please take your donations there &  

place directly into the proper bins  

instead of leaving them in the Center entrance.  
 

Paid advertisement  

WomanStories 
Herstory is Ourstory 

 

Meets once a month in the Center  
 

November 23  
 

Drumming at 5:30pm  Stories at 6:00pm  
 

For info , contact Beth Haas at 
mbhaas@aol.com or 850-7121. 

WomanCamp Fall 2009, November 6 thru 8, 

2009 (Friday thru Sunday).  Held at Muleshoe 

Ranch ð beautiful surroundings with 

accommodations in comfortable ranch casitas.  

This WomanCamp will not only offer plenty of 

time for relaxation but will also offer exercise for 

the spirit and the body.  We have a total of 22 bed 

spaces at Muleshoe Ranch Reserve (Nature 

Conservancy).  

 

The cost will be approximately $125 for the 

weekend and includes meals.  We will carpool.  A 

deposit of $50, made out to St. Francis 

Come join our community   
 **Preschool Substitute Teacher*s**  

 

The International School for Peace is accepting 

applications for substitute teachers. Supplement 

your income while working and playing with kids 

in a multicultural, peaceful environment!   

 

Applications available on our website  

www.internationalschoolforpeace.org  

and at the preschool office.   

 

Contact 299 -8908 for more information.  

Poz Café at St Francis on November 19 at 

12:00 noon.  This is an event for HIV/AIDS 

positive people, their care partners and guests.  

At the monthly event, HIV/AIDS positive people 

can pick up bags of household items that are not 

covered by food stamps.  You can help by giving 

donation of  household items (toilet paper, bath 

soap, toothpaste, etc.)/  A box will be available in 

the Church foyer starting October 4.  The box 

will be marked TIHAN Market Place.  


