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AN AROUSED GIANT  
By David Wilkinson  

 
I thought the title would attract your attention!  The ñGiantò I am speaking of in the title is referring to The 
Church.  The ñarousalò refers to the awakening of that Giant to realize its inherent destiny.  Harry Emerson 
Fosdick recognized that destiny when he wrote these words: 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power; 
Crown thine ancient churchôs story; bring her bud to glorious flower. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour. 
 
One of my favorite twentieth-century Prophets was the Rev. Dr. William Sloan Coffin (he died last year).    His 
involvement in issues of justice, peace and societal transformation have inspired my ministry for years.  He 
had a great love of The Church, and anticipated the arousal and awakening of the slumbering giant to change 
the face of the earth: not to make it Christian, but to make it ONE.  Dr. Coffin often quoted the above hymn as 
he prayerfully petitioned, ñOn thy people pour thy power.ò  He also wrote this about the Church.  ñCome to 
church, not for protection against all the travails of this earth, but rather for all the support that heaven alone 
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Gen Admission at $15 
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Reconciling Ministries Network's 10th Convocation and 

25th anniversary is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 

(September 4-7, 2009) at the YMCA of the Rockies at 
Estes Park, Colorado. The theme of the 2009 Convo is 

Justice and Joy. 
 

Join us for a weekend of worship,  
affirmation, workshops and fun.  

 

For more information, visit www.rmnetwork.org or  

talk to a member of the Reconciling Committee.  

can provide.  Come to Church to leave.  For we 
come to Godôs house, to this open house, to find 
love and to defeat hate, in order that the world itself 
can become an open house.ò  (Credo, p. 137) 
 
My professor of Christian Ethics, Dr. Joseph Hough, 
also a student of Dr. Coffin, professed an equal faith 
in The Church.  He also saw it as a sleeping giant 
that must be aroused.  He would often state in class 
that the Church has too often become an object of 
our love rather than an instrument of Godôs love.  
Which certainly implies that Church cannot be 
passive; it has to ñbe in the world, but not of the 
world.ò  Dr. Hough would always tell his seminary 
students: ñIf you donôt intend to be in the world youôd 
better consider another profession.ò   
 
As Christians, who profess to be an expression of 
the ñBody of Christ,ò weôve made a lot of mistakes.   
Weôve too often bought into the political imperative 
of keeping religion and the state separate, selling 
our birthright of being a dynamic change agent for 
the comfort of not rocking the boat.  If there is one 
thing that stands out about Jesusô ministry it is, most 
assuredly, that he was a ñboat-rocker.ò   
 
This doesnôt mean that the only legitimate 
expression of the Church is to rock the boat.  
Foundationally we must love each other; listen to 
each other; embrace each other.  But it doesnôt stop 
there.  Such love too often becomes isolated and 
exclusive.  Love and justice must reach beyond 
these walls.  We must realize that we cannot be 
good church women and men without taking on the 
homophobia of an institution that discriminatesé
without taking on the desecration of Godôs sacred 
earthéwithout taking on the notion that the only way 
to overcome evil is to kill itéwithout taking on the 
hypocrisy of a religion, any religion, that defines 
itself as the ñone true faith.ò   
 
O, my God, we need to arouse that sleeping giant.  
But we canôt do it as arrogant fools who think they 
truly know what to do.  We need helpé.So we pray 
and we sing: ñGod of grace and God of glory, on thy 
people pour thy poweréGrant us wisdom, grant us 
courage, for the facing of this hour.    
       
  With love and light, 
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April was a Busy Month.  Not only did we celebrate Holy 
Week, but there was an Animal Blessing and Fair on April 
4th (below) and the Play ñ12 Angry Jurors (above) started 
on April 24th. It continues through May 10th.  Get your 
tickets now.   


