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(see page 2 - Tourist) 

 TOURISTS OR RESIDENTS? 
 

 Father Thomas Berry, author of The Dream 
of the Earth, introduces a theme in his book that 
might be considered heretical in some religious 
circles.  He suggests that sacred scripture is 
incomplete: that it didnôt end with the last period in 
Revelation 22:21.  In fact, it doesnôt end.  It keeps 
going on and on and we are the ones, along with our 
brothers and sisters of the Nature Kingdom, that 
continue to write it through the way we live and the 
way we actively participate in, and respond to, life. 
 My professor of Theology in Seminary was 
Dr. John Cobb.  He would periodically remind us that 
in order to be true ñProcess Theologians 1ò we must 
be open to each occasion of experience with such 
receptivity that each moment might contain the 
ingredients for a new way of thinking and living.  ñFor 
this reason,ò he would say, ñyou must periodically 
put the Bible aside in order to learn the scripture of 
life and of the sacred Earth. ñ  It is revealing to 
realize that one of the preeminent theologians of our 
time would suggest that ñministers-to-beò 
occasionally set aside their primary reference 
manual (The Bible) in order to be open to 
SOMETHING MORE. 
 Is it possible that The Bible might become a 
stumbling block to awakening if we use it as a proof 
text for what we already believe, rather than a 
Tourist Guide for new adventures?  If The Bible 
becomes our justification for believing the way we 
do, living the way we do, and judging the way we do, 
then it also becomes an obstacle on our eternal 
journey of awakening.  But what if the whole Earth 
and every experience therein, were filled with sacred 

1 Reality is not made up of static, predictable events, but 
of unfolding occasions of experience that reveal the 
Divine rather than define the Divine. 

The Wizardry of Rev. Mary Jane Lyon  
is apparent whenever the elementary children  
put on a play.  Mary Jane and her Sunday 
School class recently retold the story of ñMr. and 
Mrs. God in the Creation Kitchenò.  

The New Lodge at Pine Canyon  


