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(see page 2 - Donôt Know) 

I DONôT KNOW! 
 

Now thereôs a first:  David doesnôt know!  In the 
midst of an economic challenge that is affecting all 
of us, including this Church and our staff, and a 
global challenge of climate warming, war, poverty 
and injusticeé.David doesnôt know?  Doesnôt David 
usually have an opinion about everything? 
 

Yet there is a sense of personal peace in knowing 
that I donôt have to comment and offer my opinion, 
distorted as it often is, on every crisis that comes 
down the pike.  Some of you may think this is the 
best newsletter article I have ever written.  Some will 
sigh in relief.  And some may define this as an 
opportunity to make suggestions about what I should 
have said. 
 

What a relief it would be if people all over this 
country, perhaps even the world, would let go of the 
belief that they always have to know what to say and 
do.  What a relief it would be, when asked what 
should be done about the current world-challenging 
conditions, that we would be able to respond, ñI have 
no idea.ò  When asked about how we achieve peace 
on earth we could honestly and humbly respond: ñI 
donôt know.ò   
 

Can you imagine President Obama facing a nation-
wide viewing audience, in full HDTV, responding to 
an inquiry about our nationôs plight by saying: ñMy 
beloved Americans, I have no idea how to bring 
Peace in Iraq, nor what specifically to do about the 
threats of North Korea and Iran.  I donôt know what 
to do in Afghanistan, and I donôt know precisely how 
to resolve this countryôs economic woes.  I donôt 
know how to create a better future for our planet.  
What I do know, however, is that by working 
together with each other and with the other nations 
of our world that solutions will begin to emerge.ò   
 

DESERT SW CONFERENCE VOTES TO BECOME A 
RECONCILING CONFERENCE  

 

June 26, 2009 BY Rolland Loomis 
 

The Desert Southwest Conference of the United 
Methodist Church represents United Methodist Churches 
in Arizona, southern Nevada and a few communities in 
California.  During its annual conference in Glendale from  
June  24th  to June 28th,  several Resolutions were 
passed that affirmed Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender persons. 
 

The Annual Conference boldly resolved to disagree with 
policies of the General Church Conference which 
prohibits ordination of LGBT persons as well as rules that 
prevent conducting marriage ceremonies of same sex 
couples in United Methodist Churches.  The rules also 
prevent United Methodist Clergy persons from performing 
same sex union ceremonies inside or outside of the 
church. 
  (Cont. page 2) See Reconciling 
 

Barbara and Rolly return from Kenya.  They stand with 
Valentino Deng, a former ñLost Boy of Sudanò who they 
befriended in Nairobi.  You can see a video interview at 
www.stfrancisumc.org .  Click on the hot link to the left to 
go to pastor Rollyôs page. 
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(from page 1 -  Donôt Know) 

 
 

Reconciling Ministries Network's 10th Convocation and 
25th anniversary is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 

(September 4-7, 2009) at the YMCA of the Rockies at 

Estes Park, Colorado. The theme of the 2009 Convo is 
Justice and Joy. 

 

Join us for a weekend of worship,  

affirmation, workshops and fun.  
 

For more information, visit www.rmnetwork.org or  

talk to a member of the Reconciling Committee.  

Imagine the power and the possibilities of the 
leaders of both our political parties agreeing that 
they donôt know what to do.  Such humbleness and 
honesty could bring about the greatest political, 
economic and spiritual breakthroughs ever known to 
humankind.  Some new direction could emerge.   
 

About twenty-five years ago Norman Cousins lead a 
seminar here at St. Francis.  Mr. Cousins, through 
his brilliance, was able to grasp the essentials of so 
many world situations, and express his insights 
through the magazine he published, The Saturday 
Review.  In one of his editorials he addressed this 
theme of not knowing. ñWhen the time comes for 
you to ask questions,ò he wrote,  ñpretend that you 
havenôt got your own answers and ask me, so that I 
can pretend that I am the one who knowsò.  
 

When we can say with ease and confidence that we 
donôt know, and stop having to pretend that we do 
know, we automatically open ourselves to greater 
KNOWING:  a KNOWING that comes from beyond 
our own pat answers.  Is this not what is asked of us 
at this timeéwhether it be a planetary concern, or a 
local church concernéto acknowledge that ñwe 
donôt know!  But what we do know is that by working 
together with each other we can create a better St. 
Francis, a better America and a better world.ò  Once 
we humbly step out of the way we provide a context 
for a Higher Power to work.  Perhaps that is what 
the Psalmist meant when he wrote, ñBe still and 
know that I am God.ò 
 

With great love and appreciation, 

Back Row:  Marv Reuther, Mike Harris, Joyce Leissring, 
Barbara MacDougall, Adrienne Horne, Pat Burgbacher, 
David Wilkinson, Doug Robson 
Front Row:  David Taylor, Peggy Schlosser, Marilyn 
Kaler, Debbie Mounce, Marthena Maley, Becky Hogle, 
Gay Evans 
 

Stephen Ministers Are Ready to 
Serve!  

 

After completing 50 hours of training and being 
commissioned on Easter Sunday, twelve caring people 
are ready to serve the Saint Francis community as 
Stephen Ministers.  They will provide confidential, one-to-
one care to people facing life challenges or difficulties.  
Stephen Ministers are prepared to offer active listening, 
understanding, acceptance, prayer, support and 
encouragement in a variety of situations. 
 

Stephen Ministry is for you, for us, for the people of Saint 
Francis.  It is a way for us to care for one another.  If you 
are going through a difficult time, consider having a 
Stephen Minister walk with you.  If you know someone 
else who is facing difficulties, suggest that they request a 
Stephen Minister.   Stephen Ministers care! 
 

 To request a Stephen Minister, contact: 
 

Pat Burgbacher:  743-0273 
Doug Robson:   991-4949 
Adrienne Horne:  797-7147 

 ReconcilingðContinued from page 1 
 

A portion of the legislation reads as follows: 
 

We stand with our GLBT brothers and sisters, both lay 
and clergy, who have been shunned by the United 
Methodist Church in polity and in deed.  We stand with 
our leaders who must hide an essential part of who they 
are in order to serve the church.  
We will stand with those who long to be recognized in 
their relationships, and long to be a part of the church at 
large. 
 

We will not be silent concerning full participation of LGBT 
persons at all levels in our church and society.  We call 
upon all United Methodists to join us in making deliberate 
plans for hospitality to include LGBT persons in the 
leadership of our church.  We invite local churches to 
make clear their willingness to support and celebrate a 
pastor who is ñoutò concerning his/her sexual identity.  We 
will seek to remove all discrimination against persons 
based upon sexual identity. 
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 

Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly or Charlotte 299-9063 
Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly 299-9063 x103 

Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 
Environment/Greenies: Joy Mills 219-1164 

Library for Peace: Anne Hoff 529-2820 
Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 

Room Reservations: Charlotte Taber 299-9063 x101 
Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 

International School for Peace 299-8908 
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

RMN: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

Humane Borders: Paul Fuschini 690 - 8768 
PCIC: Alice Weekly 292-8799 

Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 
BorderLinks: 628-8263 

RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 
Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

Border Ministries: Paul Fuschini 690-8768 
or Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson, SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org 

Rolly Loomis, PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 
rloomis@stfrancisumc.org 

Irene Walden, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
iwalden@stfrancisumc.org 

Lisa Otey, ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Robert Encila, MUSIC & THEATRE DIRECTOR 

rencila@stfrancisumc.org 
Robert Mitchell, LEAD EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 
Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

Charlotte Taber, OFFICE MANAGER 
ctaber@stfrancisumc.org or  
secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

Dee Farrand, YOUTH DIRECTOR 
deejoyaz@gmail.com 

Erin Indo, CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
eindo@stfrancisumc.org 

 

OFFICE: 520-299-9063  
 

WEB SITE: www.stfrancisumc.org 
 

EMAIL: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

Check out our website for a full list of 
ministries: 

www.stfrancisumc.org  

Health Care Reform  
July 26, 2009  

St. Francis in the Foothills UMC  
5:00 ï 8:30 PM 

 

Do you wish you knew more about Health Care Reform, 
the options available to us and what they mean to our 
children and our nation? 
 

The Health Ministries Committee of St. Francis is 
sponsoring a potluck, DVD, discussion of legislative 
options, their effects on us ï and what we can do about it.  
Join us! 
 5:00 PM ï Potluck (optional)  
 6:00 PM ï DVD - Health Money and Fear. 
 6:45 PM ï Presentation of current legislative  
  options ï Ernie Schloss ï U of A  
  College of Public Health 
 7:15 PM ï Discussion 
 8:15 PM ï Summary and Recommendations 
 8:30 PM  - Conclusion 

 

Description of DVD:   
Why does it cost so much? 
What does it say about us? 
What can we do about it? 
 

Our Health Care System is beyond broken or sick. We 
spend more than twice as much per capita than most 
developed countries, the taxpayer is already paying for 
60% of the total bill, and, by any measure of public health, 
our results are poor.  Driven by technology and fear of 
liability, physicians order tests and treatments without 
regard for cost.  Patients and families embrace 
unreasonable expectations.  Drug companies 
successfully market expensive drugs that, at best, are 
marginally more effective than less expensive, older ones.   
As our primary care providers continue to disappear, thus 
increasing fragmentation of care, costs will rise and 
outcomes will worsen.  Most significantly, the insurance 
industry adds nothing to "health" and greatly to total cost, 
which is increasingly a burden to our economy and a 
threat to the financial solvency of our government.   
What's more, our State governments are having to divert 
money to health care from education, infrastructure and 
protecting the environment, all of which may have more 
impact on the health of our society than access to a 
doctor. 

 
For trailer, radio interview, other, see  
http://www.ourailinghealthcare.com/ 
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, July 7  
at 10 am in the Center  

 

ñFacing Our Vulnerabilityò 
 

presented by Anne Roberts 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Nancy Masland 749-4220 or  
Email: nancy@nancypmasland.com 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

July 12  
 

 

Who Killed the Electric Car?  
 

It begins with a solemn funeral...for a car. By the end of Chris 
Paineôs lively and informative documentary, the idea doesnôt 
seem quite so strange. As narrator Martin Sheen notes, ñThey 
were quiet and fast, produced no exhaust and ran without 
gasoline.ò Paine proceeds to show how this unique vehicle 
came into being and why General Motors ended up reclaiming 
its once-prized creation less than a decade later. He begins 100 
years ago with the original electric car. By the 1920s, the 
internal-combustion engine had rendered it obsolete. By the 
1980s however, car companies started exploring alternative 
energy sources, like solar power.  This, in tern, led to the late, 
great battery-powered EV1. Throughout, Paine deftly translates 
hard science and complex policies, such as Californiaôs Zero-
Emission Vehicle Mandate, into lay personôs terms. And 
everyone gets the chance to have their say: engineers, 
politicians, protesters and petroleum spokespeopleðeven 
celebrity drivers, like Peter Horton, Alexandra Paul and a wild 
man beard-sporting Mel Gibson.  But the most persuasive 
participant is former Saturn employee Chelsea Sexton. 
Promoting the benefits of the EV1 was more than a job to her, 
and she continues to lobby for more environmentally friendly 
options.  Sexton provides the small ray of hope Paineôs film so 
desperately needs. Suggested reading:  Hot, Flat and 
Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution and How It Can 
Renew America  by Thomas Friedman. 
 

 We meet in the Center 
and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm 
Please bring enough to feed 6 people. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Ravenscroft Hall 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

JULY 25 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili every 
4 weeks on Saturday morning  from 8 a.m.- noon. We 
also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is one of 
the most productive and fun ways to spend a few hours. 
Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our chili and 
most months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 
join us for an hour or two. Weôd love to have the help. 
Children are always welcome. Jokes are common and 
lively discussions about the Wildcats abound. 

  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

All church meetings are open to anyone,  
 except the SPRC  

(Staff Parish Relations Committee). 
 

If you feel ñcalledò to help out with a specific area,  
feel free to attend a meeting, 

or call the contact person for that area. 
You can find a list of ñministry area contact peopleò 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce  
 

2009 Event Calendar  
 

is available in the Center lobby & office.  




