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MAY THE CHRIST BE BORN IN YOU  
 

ñGiving Birth to the Christ Withinò is the theme our 
Celebration Team has adopted for this Advent/Christmas/
Epiphany season.  At the closing of each celebration 
during this sacred time of preparation and birth we will be 
offering each other this benediction: ñMay the Christ be 
born in you.ò  Such a benediction is not altogether un-
Biblical (this suggests that itôs biblical).  Though partially 
edited, this is what the prophet Micah affirms: ñé.From 
you will come a leader who will shepherd my peopleé
whose origins go back to the distant past, from 
everlasting (Micah 5:2). 
 
If you read the entire text you discover that Christ is born 
not through the glitz and glamour that accompany the 
holiday season, nor through tele-evangelists, nor market-
oriented Christmas paraphernalia.  In fact, the prophet 
suggests that the dramatic expressions of the season 
may cause us to miss the subtle signs of birth: the smiles, 
the simple gestures of love, the gentle words of kindness, 
and the natural expression of beauty that open our eyes 
to Emmanuel (God with us). 
 
There is a radiant focus for this season that may help us 
determine where The Christ is born, and with whom, and 
it is suggested by our Advent benediction to each other: 
ñMay the Christ be born in you.ò  We can expand upon 
this by being more inclusive with our benediction:  ñMay 
the Christ be born in uséin our Churchéour cityéour 
nationéour world.ò  May ñThatò which we all long for: that 
peace that passes understanding: that ñpeace on Earth 
and good will to all: that oneness: that harmony: that 
Christ of all creationémay that Christ be born in us. 
 
During Advent each of us will receive a visitor, sent by 
God, who will address us personally and gently:  ñHail, O 
favored one; you will conceive and bear a Childéan 
innocence and Truth that I have placed within your soul 
ñfrom everlasting.ò  You will call this Child I AM. 
 
Each of us will be given the opportunity to respond:  ñI am 

(see page 2 - Christ Be Born) 

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS/EPIPHANY CALENDAR  
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Sunday, November 29th . 
First Sunday of Advent:  LONGING  

Worship: 7:45 & 9:00 am 

David Wilkinson preaching  

10:45 am with Hugh and  Gayle Prather 
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Sunday, December 6th 
Second Sunday of Advent: WAITING  

Rev. Karen Oliveto preaching: Glide Memorial  

Worship: 7:45 & 9:00 am 

10:45 am with Hugh and  Gayle Prather 
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Sunday, December 13th 
Third Sunday of Advent:  LABORING  

David Wilkinson preaching  

10:45 am with Hugh and  Gayle Prather 

Ɂ&ÐÝÐÕÎɯ!ÐÙÛÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯɂ 

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE: 3:00 ɬ 6:00 P.M. 

IN THE CENTER 

Sunday, December 20th 
Fourth Sunday of Advent:  BIRTHING  

David Wilkinson preaching  

10:45 am with Hugh and  Gayle Prather 

Ɂ&ÐÝÐÕÎɯ!ÐÙÛÏɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛɯɂ 
 

Thursday, December 24th 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT SERVICES 

Theme: ANGELS 

Family Service ɬ 5:00 pm in the Center 

11:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve Candle Light Service  
 

Sunday, January 3rd, 2010 
EPIPHANY CELEBRATON: GO TO THE LIGHT  

Ɂ3ÞÌÓÍÛÏɯ-ÐÎÏÛɯ!ÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÌÕÚɂ 

6:00 pm AT THE FIRE CIRCLE 

Bring your Christmas Tree and Greens 

Let us bring LIGHT into the world!  
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the Handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be done unto me as you 
have said.ò 
 
We are preparing ourselves for the Birth of Christ.  Now is 
the time.  This is the place.  You are the one.  Let it be 
done unto us as you have said, and may we be the ones 
who bring ñpeace on Earth and good will to all creation. 
 
    God bless us, everyone, 

       
     

 
     David   

(from page 1 -  Christ Be Born) 
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1st ANNUAL BURNING OF THE CHRISTMAS 
TREES 

Sunday, January 3, 2010  
6:00 pm at the Fire Circle  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
On the 12 th  and last day of Christmas (commonly 
�N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���´�7�Z�H�O�I�W�K���1�L�J�K�W�����L�W���L�V���F�X�V�W�R�P�D�U�\�����L�Q���P�D�Q�\��
countries of the world, to take down the Christmas 
tree and other Christmas decorations as a way of 
marking the end of the season.  Gathering all the 
Christmas trees together and making a bonfire of 
them has been understood in some places as a 
�P�H�D�Q�V���W�R���V�H�F�X�U�H���J�R�G�·�V���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���I�U�X�L�W�V���R�I���W�K�H��
earth.  It is equally an expression of the invitation to 
walk forward, toward the Light of the New Year.  
 
The symbol of light has been brought into the 
celebration of this Epiphany Festival as a radiant 
way of bringing Light into the darkest time of year.   
 
This year, for the first time in our history, we will 
gather at the Fire Circle on Sunday night, January 
3rd ���������7�K�R�X�J�K���L�W���L�V���W�K�U�H�H���G�D�\�V���S�U�L�R�U���W�R���´�7�Z�H�O�I�W�K��
�1�L�J�K�W���µ���\�R�X���D�U�H���X�U�J�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���G�R�Z�Q���\�R�X�U���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V��
early, and bring your tree, your family and your 
friends to observe this ancient Festival of Light.  
�$�I�W�H�U���V�R�P�H���V�L�Q�J�L�Q�J�����V�R�P�H���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���D���´�/�L�W�D�Q�\��
�I�R�U���(�S�L�S�K�D�Q�\�µ�����D�Q�G���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���F�D�U�H�I�X�O���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I��
the Rural Metro Fire Department) the tinder -dry 
trees will be placed, one at a time, as we witness the 
growing light amidst the darkness.  
 
�7�K�H���´�)�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���R�I���7�Z�H�O�I�W�K���1�L�J�K�W���V�W�D�U�W�����D�W���W�K�H���)�L�U�H��
�&�L�U�F�O�H�����D�W�������������S���P�������'�R�Q�·�W���P�L�V�V���L�W���� 


