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Playing It Forward  
 

Iôm sure youôve heard the expression, and know 
what it means.  But when ñitò happens to you, it 
becomes personal, empoweringéeven 
transforming. 
 
ñItò happened to Susan and me while vacationing 
this past month.  We had just left our Sonôs house in 
Snohomish, Washington.  It was late morning, about 
7:00 a.m.  (We generally get on the road by 4:00 
a.m. when weôre traveling).  The appropriate 
response to 7:00 a.m. is to stop at a Starbucksé
which we did, right there in Snohomish.  There was 
line that gathered behind us while we were awaiting 
our order.  Our Chi Tea arrived, and I reached into 
my wallet to pay.  No money!  You knowéwe were 
on vacation!  Susan immediately rushed out to our 
car to fetch her purse, but she couldnôt open the car 
door.  No need to mention it, but this was an 
embarrassing situation. 
 
Without hesitating, the man immediately behind us 
said he would pay for our order.  We, of course, 
immediately refused his generosity.  I mean, whoôs 
to know what his real intentions were!  Perhaps he 
had some sort of ponzi scheme that would deprive 
us of Starbucks forever!   Maybe he was sent by the 
previous administration in attempt to garner votes for 
the next election!  He might even have been part of 
the caffeine underground, trying to hook people on 
expensive drinks.  ñWho knows what evil lurks in the 
minds of men?ò   I was amazed at our reluctance to 
accept this strangerôs generosity.  Did we think we 
would be indebted to him for the rest of our lives, 
and I, being a controller, didnôt want anything to do 
with that? 
 
 

The Great Commission St. Francis Style  
By Rolly Loomis 

 

Matthew 28:16-20 
 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, 
they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and said to them, óAll authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ô 
 

I was often confused by this scripture.  What does it mean 
to be disciples of all nations? Letôs add a few words for 
clarity. 
 

Go and make Disciples of Christ of all nations for the 
transformation of the world. Not for personal salvation , 
but for the transformation of the world. We can start here, 
in this very church.   
 

We become disciples of Christ or if you are a Muslim, 
Mohammed, or if you are a Buddhist, Buddha, or as 
people of faith, God.  Go and make disciples of God for 
the transformation of the world. That makes more sense 
to me and is certainly more inclusive and respectful of 
people of other faiths.  

Alex Perry and Megan Holehan assist in the 
Sunday Morning Elementary Art Program.  
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Reconciling Ministries Network's 10th Convocation and 
25th anniversary is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 

(September 4-7, 2009) at the YMCA of the Rockies at 

Estes Park, Colorado. The theme of the 2009 Convo is 
Justice and Joy. 

 

Join us for a weekend of worship,  

affirmation, workshops and fun.  
 

For more information, visit www.rmnetwork.org or  

talk to a member of the Reconciling Committee.  

Fortunately the shadowy side of my disposition 
dissipated long enough to accept his generous offer.  
We let  him buy our Chi Tea.  I then thanked him 
profusely and asked what we might do for him.  His 
responseé.òNothing, just óplay it forward.ôò 
 
We did just that for the rest of our vacation: we 
ñplayed it forward.ò  I will not go into detail here 
about what we did, but I will share with you what 
transpired with both Susan and me as a result of this 
kind act:  we were filled with joy: joy being the most 
infallible sign of the presence of God.  That joy 
continued throughout that whole dayéand the 
nexté.and the nextéand the next.  One might be 
inclined to say that this simple act changed our 
perception of what was going on around us.  This 
one act helped us realize what I have been 
preaching about for years, but neglecting to 
embrace completely: that we truly are ñONE 
INCREDIBLE FAMILYò who want the other 
members of our family to flourish with life and 
happiness. 
 
This, by the way, is not an advertisement for 
Starbucks.  It is, rather an invitation to do the same.  
Itôs good to be back at St. Francis. 
 
  Love, 
       
 

Manny Leon faithfully mentors our children at 
Family Camp at Pine Canyon.  Manny also works 
with the children almost every Sunday morning 
along with his faithful sidekick and wife Ginger. 
The Leons could use some help with Childrenôs 
ministries.  There will be a signup sheet in the 
front lobby of the center.  Everyone is asked to 
volunteer just a few days a year to help minister to 
our children.  

Border trip opportunity for  
Young Adults in DSC and beyond  

Reprinted from the Desert Connection, August 1, 2009 

 

OnFire , the young United Methodist justice movement, 

will be working with BorderLinks for an educational and 
interactive experience at the border: learning, sharing 
and serving to bring about positive social transformation 
in the areas of migration and immigration. The trip will 
take place October 28-31, 2009 and begin in Phoenix. 
 

BorderLinks will prepare an itinerary that will include 
activities such as visiting and serving at aid stations, 
hearing from persons working to document human rights 
abuses, visiting with immigrants and their families, 
learning about labor practices in factories along the 
border, and advocacy training in migrant rights.  
 

The cost of the programming including lodging and food is 
$200, plus the cost of travel to and from Phoenix (OnFire 
will provide transportation from Phoenix to Tuscon, where 
BorderLinks is located). This includes a $100 scholarship 
from the Methodist Federation for Social Action. The trip 
is open to any and all young adults who are interested in 
connecting their faith to issues of immigration and border 
justice. 
 

Young Adults interested in going should contact Glen 

Simpson, glencsimpson@gmail.com no later than Friday, 
August 28, 2009. Churches or individuals wishing to 
support young adults financially for this trip should contact 

Glen Simpson as well. For more information about 

BorderLinks visit www.borderlinks.org. 
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 

Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly or Charlotte 299-9063 
Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly 299-9063 x103 

Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063 x101 
Environment/Greenies: Joy Mills 219-1164 

Library for Peace: Anne Hoff 529-2820 
Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 

Room Reservations: Charlotte Taber 299-9063 x101 
Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 

International School for Peace 299-8908 
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

RMN: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

Humane Borders: Paul Fuschini 690 - 8768 
PCIC: Alice Weekly 292-8799 

Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 
BorderLinks: 628-8263 

RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 
Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

Border Ministries: Paul Fuschini 690-8768 
or Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson, SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org 

Rolly Loomis, PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 
rloomis@stfrancisumc.org 

Irene Walden, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
iwalden@stfrancisumc.org 

Lisa Otey, ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Robert Encila, MUSIC & THEATRE DIRECTOR 

rencila@stfrancisumc.org 
Robert Mitchell, LEAD EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

rmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 
Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

Charlotte Taber, OFFICE MANAGER 
ctaber@stfrancisumc.org or  
secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

Dee Farrand, YOUTH DIRECTOR 
deejoyaz@gmail.com 

Erin Indo, CHILDRENôS MINISTRY 
eindo@stfrancisumc.org 

 

OFFICE: 520-299-9063  
 

WEB SITE: www.stfrancisumc.org 
 

EMAIL: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

 
 
 

 
 

Wesley Foundation:  
Calling All Incoming Freshman 

 
Itôs that time again! August is quickly approaching and a 
new school year is just around the corner. For incoming 
freshman the move to college can cause both 
excitement and anxiety. The Wesley Foundation at the 
University of Arizona would like to make this move as 
comforting as possible. During the beginning of the 
semester there will be many opportunities for new 
students to meet current Wesley members. This is a 
great time for students to meet new people as well as a 
chance to feel apart of a community on their campus. In 
order for us to welcome new students we are going to  
need to know who they are! If you or someone who know 
knows an incoming freshman, transfer students or 
anyone who would be interested in being a part of the 
Wesley Foundation, please send their names to Rev. 
Dee Dee Azhikakath at: deedee@e-mail.arizona.edu or 
520-623-7575. 
 

Thank you for all your help as this will play a big part in 
the growth of the Wesley Foundation! 

General Board of Global Ministries Makes 
Serious Cuts in Staffing  

 

Monday, August 10, 2009 
 

The human faces behind Julyôs unemployment statistics 
can be found at the United Methodist Board of Global 
Ministries. 
 

Or could have. Among the 247,000 positions cut by U.S. 
employers last month, as estimated by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, were 45 positions at the mission agency. 
Some of those employees had opted to take a buyout, but 
26 involuntarily lost their jobs. 
 

Other denominational agencies also have trimmed staff. 
Most recently, United Methodist Communications cut 
seven staff positions in early August. The average person 
in the pew probably doesnôt know the names of these 
former church employees, some of whom had devoted 
years of service to The United Methodist Church. As 
someone who has interacted with denominational staff for 
years, I can verify that many of them are drawn to that 
work as much from a sense of calling as for a paycheck. 
So, it was not a surprise that a veil of sadness has hung 
over the New York offices of the Board of Global 
Ministries this summer. More than one staff member used 
the word ñdespairò when describing the mood to me 
during this period as the agency restructures itself. 
Thereôs no doubt the work of the church will continue. But 
the loss of experienced, dedicated employees cannot be 
discounted. - Linda Bloom, United Methodist News Service 
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, August 14  
at 10 am in the Center  

 

ñKeeper/Nurturer of Spiritò 
 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Nancy Masland 749-4220 or  
Email: nancy@nancypmasland.com 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

August 9  
 

 

The Sound and Fury  
 

You might expect that the cochlear implant, a device that can 
give deaf people the gift of hearing, would be embraced by the 
deaf community. Josh Aronsonôs Sound and Fury, a compelling 
and often devastating documentary, tells a different story.  Two 
brothers, one deaf and one hearing, grapple with a decision 
concerning their deaf children, and the debate that rages 
through the extended family turns less on technology and 
medical concerns than social politics and culture.  The deaf 
parents of a school-age girl fear what the implant would do to 
her unique identity, while the hearing parents of a toddler see no 
question at all.  Aronson give all sides their say, but ultimately 
the increasingly angry arguments reveal prejudices and fears 
from both sides and splits the once-harmonious family, much 
like they have split hearing and deaf communities across the 
country.  Nominated for best documentary. 
 

 We meet in the Center 
and begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm 
Please bring enough to feed 6 people. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

Sophiaôs Circle womenôs group 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Ravenscroft Hall 

 

Chrysalis menôs group,  
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

AUGUST 22 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili every 
4 weeks on Saturday morning  from 8 a.m.- noon. We 
also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is one of 
the most productive and fun ways to spend a few hours. 
Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our chili and 
most months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 
join us for an hour or two. Weôd love to have the help. 
Children are always welcome. Jokes are common and 
lively discussions about the Wildcats abound. 

  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

All church meetings are open to anyone,  
 except the SPRC  

(Staff Parish Relations Committee). 
 

If you feel ñcalledò to help out with a specific area,  
feel free to attend a meeting, 

or call the contact person for that area. 
You can find a list of ñministry area contact peopleò 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce  
 

2009 Event Calendar  
 

is available in the Center lobby & office.  

Volunteers needed for Casa Maria. 
Please come and help!!!  

TIHAN Volunteer Orientation  
 

In just one evening or afternoon, you can 
experience an HIV 101 presentation, be 
inspired by a panel discussion of persons living 
with HIV, and hear an overview of TIHANôs 
programs, services and volunteer opportunities.  
The next training is Thursday, September 10, 
5:15-9:15 pm.  Call TIHAN, 299-6647, to sign 
up! 
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St. Francis in the Foothills  

August 2009 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 
 

 

 

10:45 am Education 

Programs - All Ages 

   

31 
6:30 pmð8:00 pm  

Steven Ministry 

Continuing 

Education 

 

  
 

 
 1 

3:00 pm Karen 

Higgins 

Memorial 

 

 

2 
7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 
 
 

 

10:45 am Education 

Programs - All Ages 

 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

4    
 

5 pm Celebration 

Planning 
 

6:00 pm  
Reconciling 

Ministries Meeting 

5   
 

6:15 am Sophia  

Circle (Womenôs  

Spirituality Breakfast)  
 
 

 

 

 

6   

6:30 am Menôs 

Chrysalis Breakfast  
 

3:00 pm Review of 

ñFirst LightòDVD 

 

4:30 pm  Intôl Center 

For Peace Board 

Meeting 

 

 

7   
 
 

 

 

8 
 

 

9 

7:45am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 

 

10:45 am Education 

Programs - All Ages 

 
 

5:00 pm Sunday Night 

at the Movies 

 

 

10    
3   10 am  Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

Group 

 

6:30 pm  Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

Group 
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5 pm Celebration 

Planning 

 

6 pm Finance 

Committee Meeting 
 

 

  
 
 

12   
6:15 am Sophia  

Circle (Womenôs  

Spirituality Breakfast)  
 

 

 

13    
6:30 am Menôs 

Chrysalis Breakfast 
 

 

3:00 pm Review of 

ñFirst LightòDVD 

 

 

 

 

14 
 

 

10 am Elder 

Circle 

 
 
 

15 
 

 

16 
7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 
 
 

 

10:45 am Education 

Programs - All Ages 

 

5:00 pmð9:00 pm 

ICP Second Annual 

Hootenanny 

17  

 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 

18   
 

5 pm Celebration 

Planning 

 

 

19 
 

6:15 am Sophia 

Circle (Womenôs  

Spirituality Breakfast) 
 
 

 

20   Poz Café  
 
 

6:30 am Menôs 

Chrysalis Breakfast  

 
 

3:00 pm Review of 

ñFirst LightòDVD 

21 
 

 

 

22 
 

 

8 am Casa 

Maria at their 

kitchen 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

23 
7:45 am Worship 
 

9am Celebration   
 

 

10:45 am Education 

Programs - All Ages 
 

 

 
24 
10 am  Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

Group 

 

5:30 pm 

Womenstories 
 

 

6:30 pm  Stephen 

Ministry Supervision 

Group 

 

25 
 

 

5 pm Celebration 

Planning 

 

26 
6:15 am Sophia  

Circle (Womenôs  

Spirituality Breakfast)  

27 
6:30 am Menôs 

Chrysalis Breakfast  

 

 

3:00 pm Review of 

ñFirst LightòDVD 

28 29 
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THOUGHT PROVOKING & TIMELY TITLES  

are available at the 
 

ST. FRANCIS BOOKSTORE!  
 

Stop in at the new Ravenscroft Hall  
before & after the 9 AM service.  

 

Books plus é 
ǅ Premium coffees to support Tucson refugees 
ǅ CD recordings of Sunday commentaries 

and more! 
 

Suggestions for Bookstore items welcome! 
Contact David Taylor 

at 529-1913 or davtay@aol.com 

Clothing & Household Donations  
 

We have a special designated green donation bin for 
Sister Rebeccaôs Street Ministry. 

Itôs located in the gated front porch of the office.  

Sr. Rebecca especially needs items for homeless folks, 
like sneakers, socks, warm clothes for winter & toiletries. 

 

Other clothing & household items 
can go in the yellow TMM bins. 

 

The office front porch is now open on Sunday 
mornings, so please take your donations there &  

place directly into the proper bins  
instead of leaving them in the Center entrance.  

 

Thanks. 

ñAsk the Docò 
& Blood Pressure Checks 

 

Returns! 
 

Do you know your numbers? 
 

Do you have questions youôd like to ask 
a health professional? 

 

Nowôs your chance. Doctors and nurses will be taking 
blood pressures and discussing personal health issues 
the 3

rd
 Sunday of every month.  

 

Where? Under the blue canopy.  
When?  After 9AM celebration  

See you there!  

Paid advertisement  

WomanStories 
Herstory is Ourstory 

 

Meets once a month in the Center  
 

August 24  
 

Drumming at 5:30pm  Stories at 6:00pm  
 

For info , contact Beth Haas at 
mbhaas@aol.com or 850-7121. 

South District E -Notes  
 

If you would like to receive the South District E-notes, 

please email 

Sally West, South District Administrative Assistant at 

sally@desertsw.org 

with E-notes in the subject line. 

Unlearning Racism Book Study  
September 30  

 

The Lemon Tree : An Arab, a Jew and the Heart of the Middle East  
By Sandy Tolan 

 

Hereôs your opportunity to hear a great facilitator.  Leading the book study 
will be Dr. Michael Zaccaria.  The Lemon Tree is a required text in his Pima 
College courses on the Middle East and Israeli/Arabic classes. 
 

This book is an easy to follow journey through an unyielding conflict by 
tracing the intertwined lives a Palestinian refugee and a Jewish settler.  
They are connected through a stone house in Ramala, now part of Israel.  
This house was built in the 1930s by the Palestinian father.  His family was 
forced to flee during the violent formation of Israel in 1948.  The Jewish 
family, Holocaust survivors from Bulgaria, became the new owners. 
 

After 1967s Six Day War, Bashir, the Palestinian, showed up.  Delia, the 
Jew, invited him in and began an intense dialogue that lasted four decades.   
 

This is a true story connecting people through the metaphor of the lemon 
tree.  Books will be available at Celebration. 


