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(see page 2 - Hooray) 

HOORAY, ITôS HERE 
By David Wilkinson 

 
Iôm speaking of spring, of course.  I was driving home 
from a Board of Ordained Ministry Meeting last week.  
The three-day meeting was in Mesa, and I took the back 
way through Florence.  The stretch from about fifteen 
miles south of Florence to the Globe junction is beautiful.  
But few things could compare to the beauty of last 
Wednesdayôs drive.  The wildflowers were all blooming!  
Life and color were returning to the desert, and the 
anticipation of more color was to come: the Saguaro, the 
prickly pear and the ocotillo had not yet started to 
blossom.  Weôve all seen bumper stickers that remind us: 
ñS___ Happens!ò  What we often forget is that Beauty 
Happens as welléas does Joy and New Life.  Thereôs a 
bumper sticker for you: ñNew Life Happens!ò, or how 
about ñResurrection Happens!ò  I was reminded of this 
last Wednesday. 
 
My happiest memories of Church while I was growing up 
focused on Easter, and particularly the Sunrise Service.  
My mother would be pumping the portable organ, Lake 
Sisseton was before us, the rising Sun to the East, the 
robins nibbling at the worms and the crocuses popping up 
out of the ground: for some reason the spring bursting 
forth from winter and Christ bursting forth from the tomb 
were part of the same tableau.  My childlike anticipation of 
something majestic happening could only be poetically 
embraced with those eternal words: ñChrist, the Lord, is 
risen today, Hallelujah!ò 
 
For me Easter confirmed the fairy-tale message that I 
loved: that life really does have a happily ever after 
ending.  Or is it a new beginning?  I donôt know!  It doesnôt 
make sense.  Resurrection canôt be understood, pinned 
down, defined or encapsulated.  It can only be innocently 
embraced.  Somehow what I thought was death is new 
life.   What I thought was fantasy is Truth.  What I thought 
was illusion is real.  What I thought was an ending is a 
beginning. 
 

ANIMAL 
BLESSING 

& FAIR   

 
At Saint Francis on  
 Saturday, April 4th  

10:30ð2:30 
Pet Grooming, Vet Services,  

Shot / Wellness Clinics, 
Pet Obedience, Pet Blessing,  

Pet Photo Station, 
Humane Society , Pet Adoptions,  

K-9 unit 
Search & Rescue Mounted Posse,  

Pet Art, Jumping Castles 
Food Booths, Fun....Fun...Fun!!  
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Reconciling Ministries Network's 10th Convocation and 

25th anniversary is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend 

(September 4-7, 2009) at the YMCA of the Rockies at 
Estes Park, Colorado. The theme of the 2009 Convo is 

Justice and Joy. 
 

Join us for a weekend of worship,  
affirmation, workshops and fun.  

 

For more information, visit www.rmnetwork.org or  

talk to a member of the Reconciling Committee.  

What indescribable JOY fills my soul when that happens.  
Easter is the day when human beings can become open 
to mystery and ñsurprise;ò when what lies beyond ñthe 
veilò becomes part of our lives, and when that seed within 
that has been lying dormant for all these many days / 
months / years is aroused by the Light streaming through 
the portal of the tomb which has somehow been opened 
by some strange angelic force. 
 
I would end with this strong imperative:  DONôT MISS IT! 
 
Happy Easter, 

Above: Sr. High Youth at the Peace Walk 

Above: And thatôs no bull.  Actually it is. Dee Farrand our 
Coordinator of Youth Ministries accompanied our youth to 
the Apache Junction Horse Rescue.  She should have 
gone in the van with everyone else. See story on Pg. 11. 

Above: The Middle School Youth make homemade doggy 
biscuits to sell at the animal blessing and fair on April 4.  

Rev. Dr. Eunice Musa Iliya (Above Right) Named to 
New Post in Nigerian UMC.   Rev. Eunice may be 
visiting Saint Francis in late summer.  She was the lone 
delegate from Niigeria standing in support of reconciling 
issues at General Conference in 2008. Rev. Eunice will 
be a featured speaker at ñJustice and Joyò. See the ad to 
the right.  See also page 8 for more on Rev. Eunice.  


