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SAYING GRACE 
 

I like the dictionary definition of Grace: unmerited divine 

assistance given humans for their regeneration or 

sanctification. (ÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓȵɯ(ÛɀÚɯÔàɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÍÙÌÌɯÎÐÍÛȮɯÞÐÛÏɯÕÖɯÚÛÙÐÕÎÚɯÈÛÛÈÊÏÌËȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÜÙÚɯ

for the taking, but it is ours for the receiving. All we need 

do is be open and willing to receive the free gift.  

 

I picture Grace this way: an energy or force that pervades 

the cosmos. It is the power through which we came into 

being, and through which we live. Even though we 

ÐÎÕÖÙÌɯÐÛȱÞÌɯÛÙÜÓàɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÓÐÝÌɯÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÐÛȭ 

 

The question arises: How do we stop ignoring what is 

eternally present and receive this unmerited divine 

assistance? As audacious as this may sound, I know the 

answer to that question, for I have been a recipient of this 

grace innumerable times. We express gratitude. It sounds 

ÚÐÔ×ÓÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÞÌɯÚÖɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÙÌÚÐÚÛɯÌß×ÙÌÚÚÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÛÏÈÕÒÚȱ

especially when it seems there is nothing to be thankful 

for. 

 

We are approaching my favorite American holiday: 

Thanksgiving. In recent decades we have not been a 

culture of thanks -giving. More accurately, we have been a 

culture of thanks -taking, which might be defined this 

ÞÈàȯɯɁÛÏÌɯÔÖÙÌɯ(ɯÊÈÕɯÎÌÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÏÈ××ÐÌÙɯ(ɀÓÓɯÉÌȭɂȮɯÖÙɯɁÏÌɤÚÏÌɯ

ÞÏÖɯÏÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÛÖàÚɯÞÐÕÚȭɂ 

 

The first Thanksgiving I remember was in 1945. The 

Second World War was over, we were still on rations and 

many people were still feeling the impact of the great 

depression. The whole family gathered around the table 

ÈÛɯ4ÕÊÓÌɯ(ÙÈɯÈÕËɯ ÜÕÛɯ2ÛÌÓÓÈɀÚɯÍÈÙÔɯÈÕËɯ&ÙÈÕËÔÈɯ2ÐÌÉÌÕȮɯ

the matriarch of our family, said the GRACE (there you 

(see page 2 - Grace) 
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Can I sing along? 
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Sunday Morning Schedule!  
 

7:45 am:  
Meditative Service  

 

9:00 am:  
Lively Celebration with singing, childrenôs 

time, sharing, commentary and music. 
Families with children are welcome.  

 

10:45 am:  
Education Programs for All Ages

have that word again). I know this sounds obvious, but 

she always began Grace with these words: Dear God, 

3' -*ɯ 8.4ȭɯ 3ÏÌÙÌɯ ÐÛɯ ÐÚȱ3' -*ɯ 8.4ȱȭɯ 6ÏÈÛɯ ÐÕɯ

&ÖËɀÚɯÕÈÔÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÍÜÓɯÍÖÙȭɯ,ÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

young men had been killed. My own Uncle John came 

home from the Pacific campaign with incurable malaria 

plus a drinking problem he never was able to overcome. 

The farm had not prospered due to lack of laborers and 

Ôàɯ &ÙÈÕËÍÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯ ÉÈÕÒɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÙÖÜÉÓÌȭɯ !ÌÚÐËÌÚɯ ÉÌÐÕÎɯ

grateful for the end of the war there seemed to be nothing 

ÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÍÜÓɯÍÖÙȭɯ8ÌÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÛɯÞÈÚȯɯ#ÌÈÙɯ&ÖËȱ3' -*ɯ

8.4ȱȭ 

 

I seem to mention this every year at this time. The Greek 

ÞÖÙËɯÍÖÙɯɁÛÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɂɯÐÚɯ͆ϨϪϲϤϜϦϧϬȭɯIf you look closely (I 

ÒÕÖÞȯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯÛÖɯÔÌȵȺɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÌÌÒɯ

word resembles the English word, Eucharist. The 

Eucharist is symbolic of the body and blood of The Christ. 

And the Christ, when properly translated into English, 

ÔÌÈÕÚɯɁÈÕÖÐÕÛÌËɯÖÕÌÕÌÚÚȭɂɯ(ÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÖÕÌÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ%ÖÙÊÌɯ

through which we live and move and have our being, 

ÛÏÌÕɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÐÛɯ×ÙÌËÐÊÛÈÉÓÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÉàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÎÙÈÛÌÍÜÓȮɯÉàɯÖÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯ

thanks, we open ourselves to the unmerited divine 

assistance given to us for our regeneration and sanctification? 

Ɂ8ÌÚɂɯ ÐÚɯ ÛÏÌɯ È××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ ÈÕÚÞÌÙɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÙÏÌÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ

question. 

 

In the face of a financial market that is crumbling, pension 

programs that are disintegrating, houses that are being 

foreclosed, young people who are dying, wars that are 

ËÌÚÛÙÖàÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯÖÍÛÌÕɯÕÈÜÚÌÈÛÐÕÎȱÔÈàɯ

ÞÌɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯÌÝÌÕɯÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÞÌɯÙÌÚÐÚÛȱ3' -*ɯ8.4ȭɯ

6Ïàȳɯ1ÈÛÐÖÕÈÓÓàɯÐÛɯÔÈÒÌÚɯÕÖɯÚÌÕÚÌȭɯ!ÜÛɯɁ&ÖËɯÞÖÙÒÚɯÐÕɯ

ÚÛÙÈÕÎÌɯÞÈàÚȮɯ(ÛÚɀɯÞÖÕËÌÙÚɯÛÖɯ×ÌÙÍÖÙÔȭɂ 

 

So on this Thanksgiving, amidst the tragedies of recent 

deaths in this church, amidst the collapse of the American 

and World economy, amidst foreclosures and fears, and 

an unknown future, we say those words. This year may 

they not be perfunctory before diving into the banquet: 

#ÌÈÙɯ&ÖËȱȭ3' -*ɯ8.4ȭ 

 

God bless us, everyone, 

 

 

 
David  

(from page 1 -  Grace) 

This newsletter is available on our website:  
www.stfrancisumc.org  

 

If you want to save paper and postage by viewing it 
there, email us with your request to remove you from our 

newsletter mailing list, and we will do so. Please 
include your name in your request. Thank you. 

 

send email to: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

HECTIC!    FRANTIC!   STRESSED?  
 

Let your Sr. High Youth group help  
you through your holiday stress.  

 

They will be at the local Bookmans stores  
to wrap your holiday gifts!  

 
Beginning on Friday, Nov. 28 and Sat Nov. 29th the 
Youth will be at all the Bookman stores waiting to help 
you! So support local business and shop at Bookmans, 
and let the Youth Group support YOU! 
 

Wrapping is free with a donation ! 
 

Watch the Bulletin and Emails for additional details, 
times and exact locations. 
 
What can you do to help? Donate your unused 
wrapping paper, ribbon, bows, name tags and tape! We 
will also need an adult at each table, so if you are 
willing to organize a table, please call Dee at 256-7601. 

I make a difference, . . .  You make a difference, . . .  

We Make A Difference!  
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WHO YA GONNA CALL ? 
 

Bookstore: David Taylor 529-1913 
Bulletin & Newsletter: Alana 299-9063 x101 

Caring Ministries/ICS: Rolly or Alana 299-9063 
Children, Youth & Family Ministry: Rolly 299-9063 x103 

Contribution/Pledge Questions: Charlotte 299-9063 x100 
Environment: Joy Mills 219-1164 

Library for Peace: Anne Hoff 529-2820 
Prayer Team: Judith Holt 323-9845 

Room Reservations: Alana Swoyer 299-9063 x101 
Unlearning Racism Taskforce: Liz Fimbres 299-9839 

International School for Peace 299-8908 
 

WHOôS WHO FOR OUTREACH?  
 

RMN: Mark Moellenhoff 321-9167 
Casa Maria: Jody Mallie 544-4726 

Humane Borders: Paul Fuschini 690 - 8768 
PCIC: Fred Markussen 239-6048 

Katie Clark Memorial: Sheryl Clark 297-1139 
BorderLinks: 628-8263 

RESULTS: Karen Kennedy 777-5999 
Street Ministries: Sister Rebecca 225-9740 
Water Ministries: Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

Border Ministries: Paul Fuschini 690-8768 
or Rolly Loomis 299-9063 

SAINT FRANCIS IN THE FOOTHILLS 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

 

Rev. Dr. P. David Wilkinson, SR. PASTOR 
dwilkinson@stfrancisumc.org 

Rolly Loomis, PASTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES & MISSIONS 
rloomis@stfrancisumc.org 

Irene Walden, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Steve Abramson, MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Lisa Otey, ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE 
Robert Encila, THEATRE DIRECTOR 

Robert Mitchell, LEAD EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 
Matt Kasczmarski, EVENT & CUSTODIAL STAFF 

Alana Swoyer, OFFICE MANAGER 
 

OFFICE: 520-299-9063  
 

WEB SITE: www.stfrancisumc.org 
 

EMAIL: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

FOR PASTORAL  HELP 
 

David Wilkinson 299-9063 x104 (Office) 
or 977-4572 (cell phone) 

Rolly Loomis 299-9063 x103 (Office) 
or 977-4282 (cell phone) 

Check out our website for a full list of 
ministries: 

www.stfrancisumc.org  

Paid advertisement  

ST. FRANCIS MEET YOURSELF 
 

Our annual  
ST. FRANCIS MEET YOURSELF event  

is scheduled for  
 

Sunday, Nov. 9, this year.  
 
All ministries and groups have marked their calendars and 
are ready to share their current activities and information 
with our congregation and visitors. The event will begin 
immediately after the 9 AM service and continue until 
noon. The tables will be set up outside in shaded areas 
for most groups with the Fine Arts and Choir groups in 
Ravenscroft Hall. Families with young children should 
know that there will be a jumping castle on the volleyball 
court and other children and youth activities available.  
 
Any new ministries or groups who would like to participate 

for the first time need to contact: 
Becky Hogle (886-7990 / rjhogle@cox.net) or 

Alana in the St. Francis office.   
 
This is a fun all-church time for fellowship with food and 
conversation, as well as a time to learn of all the activities 
of the ministries and different groups at St. Francis in the 
Foothills. Hope to see YOU there!  

* Please note: Due to holiday schedules, the 
December 2008 and January 2009 St. Francis 
newsletters will be combined into one issue. 
Therefore, all articles for the combined issue 
are due by November 14th. Thank you. 
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Paid advertisement  

Elder Circle  
 

Friday, November 14
th

 
at 11 am in the Center  

 

ñImages & Cycles of Agingò 
 

presented by Rebecca  Redelsheimer 
 

Bring your bag lunch!  
 

For more info, Del Jones at 298-6542 or 
email: deljonesaz@cox.net 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies  

November 9th  
 

 

ñMr. and Mrs. Iyerò 
 

121 min   Mr. & Mrs. Iyer is about a Muslim man, a 
Hindu woman, and her child who are thrown together 
during a bus ride to Calcutta, India, that is halted by 
local religious riots. As the man, the woman & her 
infant prepare to board a bus, their respective friends 
and families introduce the man & woman to each 
other. The man thanks the woman's father for helping 
him to obtain a pass into a forest where he will be 
taking wildlife photographs. In return, the family, who 
thinks he is Hindu because his nickname is Raja, 
asks him to watch over their daughter, Meenakshi, 
and her infant as they travel alone to meet her 
husband. As Meenakshi struggles with her infant on 
the bus Raja helps her & ends up sitting next to her & 
eventually discloses he is Muslim. She is repelled, but 
when Hindu militants board the bus & interrogate the 
passengers to identify the Muslim men, Mrs. Iyer 
claims the man next to her is her husband, Mr. Iyer, in 
order to save his life. The development of the Raja & 
Meenakshi's reliance on each other & eventually, 
their friendship is subtle, intelligent, & compelling. 

 
In the Center  

We begin with a potluck dinner at 5 pm  
Please bring enough to feed 6 people . 

 
 

Unlearning Racism Taskforce Event  

�A���<���?���>���@  

Questions? Call Liz at 299-9839 

JOIN US FOR OUR 

WEEKLY BREAKFASTS  
 

�6�R�S�K�L�D�¶�V���&�L�U�F�O�H �Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���J�U�R�X�S 
Wednesdays   6:15-7:30 am, Center 

 

Chrysalis �P�H�Q�¶�V���J�U�R�X�S���� 
Thursdays   6:30-7:30 am, Center 

Join us at  
 

CASA  MARIA  
 

SATURDAY  MORNING 
 

NOVEMBER 15TH 
 

TO MAKE  OUR FAMOUS CHILI! 
 

We need volunteers to help make our delicious chili every 
4 weeks on Saturday morning  from 8 a.m.- noon. We 
also make sandwiches and pack lunches too. It is one of 
the most productive and fun ways to spend a few hours. 
Casa Maria feeds about 500 people with our chili and 
most months the chili is gone before 11 am. Please come 
�M�R�L�Q�� �X�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�Q�� �K�R�X�U�� �R�U�� �W�Z�R���� �:�H�¶�G�� �O�R�Y�H�� �W�R�� �K�D�Y�H�� �W�K�H�� �K�H�O�S����
Children are always welcome. Jokes are common and 
lively discussions about the Wildcats abound. 

  

At the Casa Maria kitchen - 25th St. and Third Ave.  
 

Questions? Contact Jodie @ 544-4726 

All Meetings are open to anyone,  
 except the SPRC  

(Staff Parish Relations Committee). 
 

�,�I���\�R�X���I�H�H�O���³�F�D�O�O�H�G�´���W�R���K�H�O�S���R�X�W���Z�L�W�K���D���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���D�U�H�D���� 
feel free to attend a meeting, 

or call the contact person for that area. 
�<�R�X���F�D�Q���I�L�Q�G���D���O�L�V�W���R�I���³�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�U�H�D���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�´ 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

ñA Course in Miracles " 
Tuesday evening group is now meeting  

in Room 43 at 7 pm.  
 

A Course in Miracles is an opportunity to learn to be 
loving and peaceful within, and with others.  

 

Questions? Call Grace at 690 -4277 


