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CALLED TO NEW BIRTH  
There are times when things seem darkest and most 

ÉÓÌÈÒɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÍÌÌÓɯÛÏÌɯÌÔÌÙÎÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÈɯÕÌÞɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯ

as if a seed has been planted, and though there is no 

rational evidence that the seed will germinate, there is a 

sense, almost a knowing, that something new is at hand. 

Throughout these challenging times, politically, 

economically and religiously, there is a yearning for a 

ÕÌÞɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕȱÈɯÓÖÕÎÐÕÎɯÛÖɯɁÚÛÈÙÛɯÖÝÌÙȭɂɯɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÞÈÙÌɯ

that things are falling apart at the center: that what was 

once acceptable is now unacceptable; what once worked, 

ËÖÌÚÕɀÛȰɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÖÕÊÌɯÔÌÈÚÜÙÌËɯÈÚɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯ

defined as greediness. 

There is also a knowing that beneath all the 

darkness of the economy, of health care, of war, and 

beyond all the structures and sacred cows that are 

disintegrating, there is something new emerging: 

something better, more vital for the whole world.  And 

(ɀÔɯÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÒÕÖÞÚɯÐÛȭɯ 

The time for looking to the past for answers is over.  

We can no longer expect presidents, prime ministers, 

dictatorships or parliaments to lead us into a new 

paradigm.  The rules, regulations, prizes, status symbols, 

ÈÕËɯɁ×ÌÙÒÚɂɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÙÖÜÎÏÛɯÜÚɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÌËÎÌȭɯɯ ÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯ

happens when we reach the edge?  We either turn back, 

or we jump.  It is time to jump in order to discover that 

we are not falling, we are flying.  

The new flight pattern is not boring, repetitive or 

complicated, but light and new, having the inherent 

simplicity of childlike honesty.  It holds not the pain of 

the worn -out relationships of defensiveness, but bears the 

hope of lovers who want to explore the uniqueness of 

themselves and each other. 

Perhaps we have been the ones who have been 

ɁÈÉÐËÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÓÓÚȮɯÒÌÌ×ÐÕÎɯÞÈÛÊÏɯÉàɯÕÐÎÏÛɯÖÝÌÙɯÖÜÙɂɯ

sacred cows, our ideologies and our rigid beliefs.  We are 

(see page 2 - Birth) 

A TIME TO BE TOGETHER  
 

To focus on Divine Birth is to find our Center in the midst of 

the turmoil of our world. You are invited to participate in the 

activities and worship experiences here at St. Francis that are 

designed to heighten our awareness of the Mystery of God-

with-us. You are invited to join in community with others as 

we celebrate and share in this joyous Christmas season. 
 

ADVENT / CHRISTMAS CALENDAR  

Ɂ!ÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ!ÌÓÖÝÌËɂ 
 

Sunday, November 30th . 
First Sunday of Advent:  TAKEN 

Ɂ6ÏÖɯ6ÖÜÓËɯ6ÈÕÛɯ,Ìȳɂ 

Worship: 7:45, 9:00  
 

Sunday, December 7th 
Second Sunday of Advent: BLESSED 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯ"ÈÕɀÛɯ,ÌÈÕɯ(Ûȵɂ 

Worship: 7:45, 9:00  
 

Sunday, December 14th 
Third Sunday of Advent:  BROKEN 

Worship: 7:45, 9:00  
 

Sunday, December 21st 
Fourth Sunday of Advent:  GIVEN 

Ɂ ÓÓɯ,ÐÕÌɯÛÖɯ&ÐÝÌɂ 

Worship: 7:45, 9:00  

CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE: 4:00 ɬ 7:00 P.M. 

IN THE CENTER 
 

Wednesday, December 24th 
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLE LIGHT SERVICES 

Family Service ɬ 5:00 pm 

Candle Light Service of Scripture, Readings and Carols ɬ 

10:30 pm 

 

You are all invited to actively participate in the drama, 

the blessing and the inspiration of this sacred season.   
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Sunday Morning Schedule!  
 

7:45 am:  
Meditative Service  

 

9:00 am:  
Lively Celebration with singing, childrenôs 

time, sharing, commentary and music. 
Families with children are welcome.  

 

10:45 am:  
Education Programs for All Ages

the shepherds, guarding our ancient belief systems, 

repeating the same thing over and over until we long for 

some release.   

Now, in this darkest time of year, is when it 

happens:  the angel of the Lord comes upon us, and the 

glory of the Lord shines round about us, and the angelic 

voice from within, from without, from above, from below 

ÚÈàÚȯɯɁ#ÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȮɯÍÖÙɯ(ɯÉÙÐÕÎɯàÖÜɯÎÖÖËɯÛÐËÐÕÎÚɯÖÍɯ

great joy that shall be to all people.  Something new is 

being born in your midst: it is The Christ.  The radiance of 

life that has been like a seed planted in your womb is now 

coming to birth: your birth, the birth of a new nation, a 

ÕÌÞɯÞÖÙÓËȮɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÏÌÈÝÌÕɯÈÕËɯÈɯÕÌÞɯÌÈÙÛÏȭɂ 
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ÏÈÚÛÌȭɂɯɯ,ÈàɯÞÌȮɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÌ×ÏÌÙËÚȮɯÕÖÛɯÏÌÚÐÛÈÛÌȭɯɯ,ÈàɯÞÌɯ

respond with haste.  It is time to awaken.  It is time to live 

life as it can and must be lived. And, as they say at the 

ÚÛÈÙÛɯÖÍɯÔàɯ&ÙÈÕËÚÖÕɀÚɯ#5#ɯÖÍɯɁ!ÖÉɯÛÏÌɯ!ÜÐÓËÌÙȮɂɯɯɁ"ÈÕɯ

ÞÌɯËÖɯÐÛȳɯɯ8ÌÚɯÞÌɯÊÈÕȵɂɯ 

 

   Merry Christmas 

 

 

 

   David 

(from page 1 -  Birth) 

This newsletter is available on our website:  
www.stfrancisumc.org  

 

If you want to save paper and postage by viewing it 
there, email us with your request to remove you from our 

newsletter mailing list, and we will do so. Please 
include your name in your request. Thank you. 

 

send email to: secretary@stfrancisumc.org 

Saint Francis Meet Yourself  
~ Photos courtesy of Becky Hogle ~  

Thanks Becky! (on left) 

For coordinating this 

fun event again this year! 


